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PREFACE 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 

It is of the infinite bounties of Allah that numerous writings, spread over 
the teachings of the Holy Qur’an and Traditions have come forth from the pen 
of this humble creature. They contain translations of the Traditions and 
commentaries on them and have been generally well received by all. It is hoped 
that Allah the Glorious too will reward me well for the effort which is related to 
the propagation of religion. 

The monthly al Balagh started to be published from Karachi since 
Muharram 1388 AH. This journal has been appearing regularly for eight years 
under the patronage of Maulana Muhammad Shafi, Grand Mufti of India and 
Pakistan, and continues to do so even after his death. 

When al-Balagh commenced, its editor, Maulana Muhammad Taqi Usmani 
proposed that I should write articles for the uplift of Muslim women. I am neither 
familiar with standard Urdu nor am I a literateur, nevertheless I agreed and began 
submitting translations of the relevant Traditions and my comments in simple 
language. Al-Balagh readers told us that these articles were very beneficial and if 
any month went by without one, complaints began to pour in. This indicated that 
the write-ups had been popularly received. When a great number of Traditions with 
their translation had appeared in print, it occurred to me that a collection of them 
should be published in book form. Readers too made similar proposals. 

But there is a great difference between individual articles written for journals 
& the continuity required for the chapters of a book, and, therefore, after collecting 
the articles published in al-Balagh, I rearranged them and gave them book-form. 
The book turned out to be quite voluminous and is now before the readers . 1 

The chapters are arranged somewhat as follows: First, there is the Book of 
Faith, Kitab ul Iman; then, Ablution and Bath; Prayers, Salat; Zakat; Fasting; Hajj; 
Vrrtues of al Qur’an; Remembrance and Invocation Prayers; Marriage; Divorce; 
Bringing up children; etc. 


The Book in your hand “ BOOK OF DRESS / VEIL ” is a part of complete 
Book Tohfa-e-Khawateen, which is translated and printed by Idara-e-Islamiat 
(Lahore, Karachi. Pakistan) by the name of “A Gift for Muslim Women”. 

(Publishers) 
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Included in the volume are many Traditions which had not been published 
in my articles. Book of Faith is almost all written anew. After Bahishti Zewar, 
this is the first concise and the most detailed writing, the subject of which is 
women and their problems. The work is beneficial for all the people though it is 
addressed particularly to women. Special effort has been made to compile the 
Traditions originally reported by women, and problems too are those connected 
with women. However, as necessary. Traditions reported by men have also been 
included. There are also disputations because the purpose is to counsel and 
guide. 

Together with explanations, comments have also been made on present 
day social conditions and we have pointed out tire various anti-Islamic ways that 
have been adopted by many Muslims. All this has ben done out of sincerity. 

The articles published in al-Balagh were titled The Prophet's Talks With 
Women. For the book the title has been changed to Tohfa-e-Khawateen, A Gift 
for Women. This is an excellent book for presenting as pail of the dowry for girls 
when they get married. 

The arrangement of the volume had commenced during the Mufti Sahab’s 
lifetime but because of my indolence it could not be completed then. Had he 
lived until today he would have been very pleased with it. May Allah rain His 
mercies on him. He established Dar-ul-Uloom in Karachi and brought out the 
monthly al-Balagh in which the greater part of this book appeared and is now 
being published as a book. 

The hustle and bustle of this world is not only because of men. Women too 
play a great pail in keeping it inhabited and running. Every man and woman 
looks upon acquiring the things of this life as his or her duty, according to one’s 
understanding, intelligence and courage; houses, shops, property, children and 
family; although these things are mortal and bound to part. Religion and its 
knowledge are also a Muslim’s personal asset, an asset that is everlasting and the 
effort for which never goes waste. Just as men and women make their effort for 
this world and cooperate with one another for it, similarly it is their responsibily, 
indeed, more so, to keep religion and religious books alive in their lives. 

The Qur’an in several places, and the Traditions very specially address 
only the women, though more often both men and women. Everyone knows that 
in Islamic Law, fiqah, there are many commands only for women, and many 


more for both men and women. It is the responsibilty of both to propagate 
religion and its practice. 

Women have given many sacrifices to this end. History has recorded that 
the first individual to convert to Islam was a woman, namely, Hazrat Khadija 

iu i and the first martyr for Islam was also a woman, — Sumayya, 

Hazrat Ammar's mother who was struck down by Abu Jahl with a spear. It is 
also well-known that the immediate cause of Hazrat Omar’s conversion was his 
sister Fatimah L4» 1 1 _ r ~a> And it is also on record that when migration from 
Makkah started for the preservation of Islam there were women too who went 
alongwith the men. And these holy women also participated in battles. They also 
cheerfully sent their husbands and sons to the battlefield. Some even taunted 
their husbands urging them to march out and fight. 

Arc the women of today not interested in Islam? Have they no relationship 
with Islam? Do they not claim to be among the uinmah of the Prophet 
Muhammadi&? If the answer is ‘yes’, then, why do they not make a move to 

educate themselves in Islam, and educate others and recognise their 

responsibilities? 

They ape and emulate Europeans, imitate their fashions, are extremely 
covetous of jewellery and fine clothes but never think of what they are doing for 
the Hereafter. They lose prayer after prayer and forego fasting and zakat. Is this 
Islam? Thousands of children every year go without any religious training 
whatever, nor are they urged to be valiant in the cause of religion. Some even 
regret that they were bom Muslim; in other religions there would have been no 
purdah (veil) restrictions, none to advise them to keep away from filmacting, 
and so on. 

Many a man and woman, said to be very religious, do not get their children 
educated in the Qur’an and Traditions. They may not say so but their actions 
prove that in their hearts they regret their own religious education and do not 
wish to repeat the “mistake” for their children. Surveying the lives of those 
reputed to be religious, it will be found that all in all they are merged in 
europeanisation. They are, in effect, remorselessly taking their “Mohomedan” 
children away from Allah and His illustrious Prophet^. Yet, ironically enough, 
they claim to love the Prophet^. And, at the same time, they feel ashamed of 
educating the young in Islam and to walk in the path of its Prophet^. 
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Islam is a sacred religion. It does not leave man to follow atheists, but to 
worship Allah, strive for the Hereafter. It teaches modesty, ditinguishes between 
the forbidden and the permissible. It lays many obligations on the human-being. 
Islam is well aware of these obligations and seeks to save man from a life of 
bestiality. The ego worshippers dislike the restrictions. Articles are written for 
women’s liberation, purdah is opposed, and the most amazing part of it is that 
those who hold degrees in Islamiyat speak against Islam. During lectures on 
Islam, boys and girls sit together in the same class to hear the lecture. In the past 
centuries, opposition to Islam was because of ignorance; and today the 
opposition is because of ‘education’, ‘research’ and 'new light’. Irreligiousness 
is gaining ground everywhere and paralysing the mind. If everyone were to 
make the effort according to one’s capability, religious winds would begin to 
blow once again. Every government official should practise Islam and try to 
make his subordinates do the same. Newspapers and various periodicals should 
write on the subject. They should be purged of un-lslamic matter. Music and 
songs should be disallowed on the radio, and, instead, forcefully and loudly 
propagate Islamic values. Everyone has got together to ruin our society, so let 
everyone get together to reconstruct it. 

Our entire society stands in need of improvement but it is veiy specially 
necessary to improve the women because the first school of every child is the 
mother’s lap. If the mother is a proper Muslim, she will also bring her child up in 
Islam. This book endeavours to make women understand the demands of Islam 
and, in places, together with commenting on present day conditions, shakes up 
the reader well and proper. It is hoped that it will prove to be a light in the 
darkness, and the readers will remember this author and the late Grand Mufti 
and the workers of al-Balagh in their prayers. 

01 U.U V Luj ‘ I aU 

4 —US’” Ulp U j LiUsts-l jl LyO 

LJyipIjo Up U-pIj oUoUjVL' LL-4 Vj Uj LLi 

U^li UV ja cOI j 

Muhammad Ashiq Ilahi, 
al Madina tul Munawwara, 
RAJAB 1, 1399 A.H. 
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DRESS AND ADORNMENT 
The Dress of a Woman 


I (U-y c-iti 2a 1 OYT) 

^ >3} 4 I 3> dJ pi>4li 

", i • ^ . IX ' s • " 

(■> jbe\Jj) ^ ^ fl - S ' Cr^ 


Hazrat Ayesha Jstated: ‘May Allah show mercy 
to those women who migrated (from Makkah to Madina) in 
the early period of Islam. When Allah Almighty sent down 
the Command jXA?) they split their 

thick sheets and made scarves out of them. " 

(Abu Daud, p. 211. Vol-2) 


Explanation: 

The commentators write that it was a custom among women in 
the period of ignorance that they covered their heads with one part 
of the scarf and let the other part fall on their waist. The Muslim 
women were commanded that they should use the scarf to cover the 
heads as well as throw it over their necks and bosoms. On hearing 
this order the Companion women turned their thick sheets into 
scarves and according to the injunction of the Qur’an they began to 
cover their necks and bosoms with scarves. Since thin cloth cannot 
conceal the head and the body, so they used thick sheets as scarves. 

Today women consider it a defect to conceal the head. Even 
when they wear a scarf it is in the first place so thin that it cannot 
conceal the hair on the head or other charms and graces of the 
female body and in the second place they make a scarf of such a 
slippery stuff that it does not rest on the head, but slips off again and 
again and thus the whole purpose of the veil is extinguished. 
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Waheya b. Khalifa^ narrated: ‘Thin Egyptian fabrics were 
presented to the Messenger of AllahS and he^ gave one of these 
fabrics to me, saying: ‘Cut it into two parts: Make your own shirt 
with one part and give the other part to your wife to make a scarf for 
herself. I took the cloth and as I was leaving hci^l said- ‘Tell your 
wife to join another cloth under it (to make up for its thinness so that 
the head may be concealed). . (Abu Daud) 

Once Hazrat Ayesha A i received a visit from Hafsa 
48 * the dai *ghter of her brother Abdul Rahman b Abu 

Bakr^ Hazrat Hafsa A < ^ at that time was wearing a thin 
scarf. Hazrat Ayesha 4^ *u i took it and tore it into shreds. She 
then gave Hafsa 4^ A i one of her own thick scarf to wear. 

(Mouta Imam Maalik) 

These Ahadees show that it is obligatory to avoid wearing a 
thin scarf. If perchance one cannot do without a thin stuff, it is better 
to join some thick fabric under it so as to conceal the head and other 
limbs from view. Islam has taught a Muslim woman to cultivate 
modesty and a sense of shame and forbidden her to mix freely with 
unfamiliar men. 3 

Islam has prohibited the wearing of such stuff as does not fully 

conceal the body and thus extinguishes the purpose of the veil The 

women should wear such scarves on their heads as conceal their 
air, mane and throat. If the unfamiliar men are expected to arrive 

efore them, they should cover their faces with thick scarves also 

Their shirts, jumpers and frocks should be such as conceal the bodv 
from view. 3 

They should wear full sleeves, the cut of the neck and bosom 
line of the shirt should be such as does not leave any portion of the 
back and the front open to view. Their trousers and sarees should be 
made of such stuff as conceal from view their loins, calves etc. 

Defect in the current fashion in dress 

Now-a-d^ys such dresses have come into .fashion that one can 
see through the cloth. It is observed that many men and women wear 
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trousers through which their legs are completely visible. To wear or 
not wear such fabrics is all one. These fabrics also vitiate Namaz. 

The women usually wear scarves of thin stuff which are short 
in width. In the first place these scarves do not fully cover the head 
and even if they cover it, the purpose of veil is not fulfilled. 

When the Qur’anic Command was 

revealed the Companion womeniSi cut off the thick sheets and made 
scarves for them. But modem women complain of heat when they 
wear scarves. 

The epidemic of wrong fashions has become so prevalent that 
even women who profess devotion to religion are not prepared to 
give up scarves of thin stuff and offer Namaz wearing such scarves. 
When they set out for Hajj they cast off the veil in the aeroplane 
and move about wearing a thin scarf in the plane, bazars and in the 
sacred precincts of the Haram. They penetrate crowds of hundreds of 
men displaying their bright hair and faces clad only in a sheet 
without any veil as if all these men were their fathers and brothers. 
Formerly the complaint was that women appeared before the elder 
and younger brothers of their husband or before their cousins 
without veil on their faces which is a sin according to Shariat. But 
now women have gone a step further. Not to speak of an unveiled 
face they now move about in thin dresses exposing to public view 
the full upper part or half of their bodies. In their Burqas the veil is 
made of a thin net through which the whole face is visible to the 
passersby. All these acts are a grave sin according to Shariat. A 
woman’s Namaz is sound only when her whole body is covered with 
the exception of her face, both hands upto the wrist and both feet. 
But the fact is that the Namaz of many women becomes unsound 
because they wear such a thin scarf on their head that their hair are 
visible. The Namaz of some women is vitiated because their arms 
are bare or covered with the scarf of the same thin stuff which shows 
their arms to the full. Some women wear a sarcc and their blouse is 
so small that it falls down only upto the navel. Consequently half the 
abdomen remains open to view. So their Namaz becomes unsound. 

Understand it well and do not follow worldly custom, but look 
to the dictates of the Shariat. What if you endure some heat in this 
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world or criticism of the fashion-conscious women! You will obtain 
the clothes of the finest stuff in Paradise where everything will be 
provided according to your desire. 


WOMEN WHO TEMPT MEN 

cJl —* c)^ *4S- <U> ' (tVi) 

1—'jl jV—5 f —J' ^ ' 

*■1—Jl L^j Oj-j j - A; j- a Jl wiL-olS"” Js>L__» 

oJdi o*jc. ^c-ir 

1-4-^j J}j j "b/j AiiJl ^ 3Jb‘Ul 




Hazrat Abu Huraira^e. reported: 'The Messenger of 
Allah fft warned: 'I have not seen two parties of the 
clenizens of hell (because they do not exist now; they will 
come into being later). One party will consist of those who 
will hold whips like the tails of the oxen, with which they 
will lash the people (in a cruel manner). 

The other party will consist of women who will be dressed, 
yet naked. They will be those who tempt men and are 
tempted by them. They will have large heads like the 
humps of the camels and they will be bent. These women 
will neither enter Paradise nor smell its scent and verily, 
the scent of Paradise can be smelled from a very great 
distance. 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, with reference to Bukhari and 

Muslim) 

Explanation: 


In this tradition the Messenger of Allah0 has foretold the 
advent of two sections of people whom heiS^& had not seen in his own 
time. But today these two classes exist with all their evil and 
mischief. The Messenger of Allahi$& first of all mentioned those 
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people who would carry whips with which they would lash the 
people. This is a prophesy about those people who in the arrogance 
of their power give a beating to the weak with or without excuse. 

It is observed that the feudal lords and the capitalists beat up 
the poor and helpless commoner on various pretexts, right or wrong. 

They put them to drudgery in a hundred different ways and subject 

them to various forms of tyranny and oppression. Many incidents 
are reported in which if a Muslim belonging to a poor class offers 
the customary greeting to a Muslim of wealthy class, the latter beats 
him up for daring to regard himself equal enough to offer greetings 
to him. May Allah protect us from such tyrants. 

When these helpless and poor people become petitioners on the 
Last Day and all are arraigned before the Lord of the Day of 
Judgment, these tyrants will know the consequences for tyranny and 
oppression. 

Dressed yet naked 

The second prophesy of the Messenger of Allah was about 
women i.e., there will be women who though dressed, yet will be 
naked. The implication is that they will wear clothes of such thin 
stuff as will not conceal their bodies. There may be another 
implication also. If the cloth is not thin, the dress will be so tightly 
fitting on the body that it will reveal the whole shape of the body 
and thus will extinguish tTie purpose of concealing the body. 

Another meaning of being dressed and yet being naked is that 
there is a scanty dress on the body leaving a large part of it naked, 
especially those parts which modest women conceal from the view 
of men. In Europe and certain Asian cities such as Mumbai, 
Calcutta, Rangoon and Singapore, the women customarily wear 
shirts or frocks Which fall upto the ankles. There is either no sleeve 
or it is so short that it falls only two or four inches below the 
shoulder. Their calves are quite naked, head bare and the neck of the 
frock is so wide and open in front and the back that half of their 
back and half of their breast is clearly open to view. 
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Proceeding continued that these women will tempt men 

and will be tempted by them. In other words the vogue of remaining 
naked will not arise out of poverty, but because women will want to 
expose their bodies and tempt men. Another means of temptation 
that they will adopt is that they will shake their heads (which will be 

without scarves) while walking just as the hump of the fast running 
camel shakes and bends towards the ground. The comparison with 
the hump ot the camel illustrates how the women will enlarge their 
heads by tying their hair upwards in big knots. 

The evil epidemic of fashion 

The epidemic of fashion has induced women of noble and 
virtuous families to adopt the ways of Christian ladies and film 

actresses. One of the many sins and evils of going to the movies is 

that adolescent girls and fashion-conscious modem women dress 
themselves in clothes of shameless and immodest cut and proudly 
ape the actions and mannerisms of film actresses. The modern 
women devise all kinds of means to tempt unfamiliar men. For 
instance they keep their hands out of the Burqa (veil) when walking 
abroad or keep the veil so short that their cheeks remain open to 
view on both sides or wear such a thin veil in the Burqa which 
makes the facial features and beauty and grace look even more 
pronounced so that the Burqa (veil) itself has become a device of 
allurement. The flowery embroidery on the Burqa, the scintillating 
and thin stuff of which the Burqa is made attracts the attention of 
evil-minded people to the wearer of the Burqa. The Burqas have 
become means of attracting the glances of men. They are a good 
illustration of the proverb: whoso does not sec, he sees. Lii iiL*Ji . May 
Allah protect us! J 

Now-a-days dancing is considered a very respectable activity. 
Schools and colleges provide regular training in this art. Clubs and 
posh hotels hold functions where naked dances are performed. The 
sensual people of Europe have laid down the rule that every woman 

should dance with men other than their husbands. The woman who 
does not abide by this rule is looked down upon in this society. Alas! 
The Muslims regard it as progress and success to emulate the ways 
of the shameless people of Europe. Dance is the most successful 


a/'trikr np dkpss / vvn 



device of tempting men. It arouses sexual desire and it puts men and 
women through all the stages of immodesty and shamelessness. 


Conclusion: 

At the end of the Hadccs it is said that such women will neither 
enter Paradise nor smell its scent. Proceeding it is said that the scent 
of paradise is smelt from a great distance. The tradition docs not 
mention the distance from which the scent of Paradise may be 
smelled. Some Ahadccs, however, say that the scent of Paradise can 
be smelled from a distance of a hundred years’ journey. Look! What 
a misfortune it is to be deprived of this Paradise! 


A DOUBTFUL CHARACTER 


^ i* ^ o ^ A 

cs^ 1 *** (TTo) 

QO If* t)U aIJLp JUj 1 1 

M'J jh ‘ o%i 

«•* ^ s 

(£_^w» jjb jj\ a | j^y 


Ha^iat Abu Musareported: Allah's Messenger 
declared: 'Every eye (which casts a lascivious glance) 
performs adultery and any woman who passes bv a (male) 
company white wearing perfume has a doubtful character, 
that is, she is an adulteress. 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih. p. 96, with reference to Abu Baud 

and Tirmizi) 

Explanation: 

In this Hadees firstly the Messenger of AllahS has laid down 
the rule that every eye which casts a lascivious glance performs 
adultery. This rule covers both men and women. A man who looks 
at unfamiliar women and a woman who looks at unfamiliar men 
have adulterous eyes. The main act of adultery is known to all, but 
Allah’s Messenger^ has declared even the causes of adultery as 
acts of adultery. 
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The adultery of the limbs 

It is observed in a tradition that the adultery of the eyes is to 
cast glances and the adultery of the ears is to hear and the adultery of 
the tongue is to talk and the adultery of the hands is to hold and the 
adultery of the feet is to walk towards the opposite sex and the heart 
longs (for adultery) and the private parts either refute or fulfil this 
longing. This shows that even an exchange of glances between 
unfamiliar man and woman is an act of adultery. When unfamiliar 
men and women talk to or listen to each other with evil intentions 
and to derive pleasure, they commit adultery. Similarly it is an act of 
adultery for unfamiliar man and woman to walk towards each other 
and to touch each other. 

However, the capital act of adultery is the joining of private 
parts by man and woman. After referring to the adultery of the eyes 
in this tradition the Messenger of Allahi^ warned that a woman who 
passes by the company of men while wearing perfume commits an 
act of adultery. Adulterous liaison between man and woman is not 
established at once. Before the main act of adultery many other acts 
are committed which draw the parties closer together. That is why 
.the sacred law of Shariat has declared the means and motives of 

adultery as equally adulterous acts. 

» 

If a woman has to go out under some compulsion she should 
veil herself and walk on the edges of the road away from men. To 
wear perfume while going out even in Burqa (veil) is such an 
heinous act that the Messenger of Allah^ has declared a woman 
who does this as an adulteress. At any rate a woman is forbidden to 
wear a strong perfume even in her home. In short, it is essential for a 
woman to avoid the company of unfamiliar men so much so that 
there should arise no occasion on which the smell of her perfume 
may reach an unfamiliar man. 

Talking to unfamiliar men 

Ahadees show' that the adultery of the tongue is to talk and the 
adultery of the ears is to hear. In view of this the unfamiliar man and 
women should exercise great care. If they have to talk under 
compulsion or due to some dire need, they should keep it short and 
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conclude it with affirmatives or negatives. They should keep their 
voices mute as far as possible and never speak in a soft, alluring 
tone. 

4JrLixJl_UP jj Lix.* j oJlir LJJ f. CLjl £-4 Uli 

& StfW rj au> ji 

yj— ijr^J <J^—dJ—ii ( _ s _i l_«J t 

The author of Durr e Mukhlar writes: "At the time of need 
we hold it to be lawful for a woman to speak to an 
unfamiliar man or ask a question from him or answer his 
question. However, she is not permitted to prolong her talk 
with him or talk in a soft tone or affect some delicacy in 
speech, for such conduct will tempt men and arouse their 
evil passion. ” (Mishkaat ul Masabih) 

Allah says in Surah Ahzab: 

„ ^ ^ „ # "o O o '' 0 # l ^ x 

—* * —(__5—? (J j a - A “>Li 

Be not too complaisant of speech, lest one in whose heart 
is a disease should be moved with desire: but speak ye a 
speech (that is) just. (Which of course is the well-known 
and v ell-tried manner of chaste and honourable women). " 

MEN’S PERFUME AND 
WOMEN’S PERFUME 

L~aSi i 
<4oku -J Jf*-) 
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Hazrat Abu Hurairaftb reported: “The Messenger of 
Allah adviced: ‘The perfume worn by men should be 
strong, that is. its smell should reach others and its colour 
should be visible and women's perfume should be such 
whose colour is visible but whose smell is light. (That is, it 
should have a very faint smell.) ” 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 318, with reference to Tirmizi 

and Nisai) 

Explanation: 

This Hadees tells us that men and women should wear different 
kinds of perfumes. Men should use a perfume as leaves very faint or 
no stain on cloth, but its smell should be strong. For instance men’s 
scents are essence of rose, musk, amber or camphor. The women’s 
perfume should be such as leaves its colour on the cloth, but its 
smell should be so faint that none but she or if the husband is close, 
he may smell it. 

It is said in the above tradition that when a woman passes by 
the company of men while wearing perfume and the smell of her 
perfume reaches those men, she commits an act of adultery. For this 
reason a woman should strictly avoid wearing a strong perfume. 
After all why should a woman wear strong perfume? She is related 
to her husband only and it is enough for her if the smell of her 
perfume reaches him only. Look! What rules and what advice has 
been given by the Pride of the World to safeguard chastity and 
honour. Alas! Muslims in this age are Muslims in name only. They 
emulate the manners and immodest behaviour of the enemies of 
Islam. Docs it behove those who profess faith to abandon the path of 
Allah’s Righteous Prophet^ and follow in the footsteps of 
immodest people? Here is a food for thought for them! 

LOVE OF GOLD AND SILK 


iD'-s jti; <3) i £\j.\ (Yrv> 
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Hazrat Abu Li mama-fb reported: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah/O# declared: 7 was shown by Allah a spectacle that l 
have entered paradise and lo! 1 see there indigent people 
in high ranks who (for the sake of Allah) abandoned their 
home and emigrated. And the children of the believers are 
also enjoining high ranks, and there are very Jew wealthy 
women in Paradise. (On seeing this I wanted to know the 
cause) so / was told that the account of the wealthy people 
is being taken at the gate and investigation is being made 
regarding their wealth (that is. where and how they earned 
it and where and how they spent it). 

So they have not yet reached here. The women have not 
reached here because gold and silk made them neglectful 
(of Allah, religion and the Eternity). 

(AI Targhib wal Tarhib, p. 101. Vol-3. with reference to 

Ibn e Haban) 


Explanation: 

A Hadccs reported by Hazrat Ussama b. Zaid--$e> runs: ‘The 
Messenger of Allah^ said: “Standing on the gate of Paradise I 
observed that most of the people entering it were poor (who had no 
wealth in the world which obliterates the memory of Allah and leads 
into sins) and the wealthy have been stopped for reckoning. 
However, orders have been passed for casting into hell those 
wealthy people who were otherwise destined for hell. 

And standi ng on the gate of Hell, I saw that a majority of those 
who entered Hell were women.” (Mishkaat ul Masabih) 
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This Hadees and many other Ahadees clearly establish that the 
majority of the denizens of hell will be women. Many causes have 
been told in Hadith for this fate of the women. In the above Hadith it 
is told that the cause of the women entering hell is that in worldly 
life love of gold and silk made them neglectful of Allah and obeying 
Shariat rules. Actually women are so eager to have the finest dresses 
and jewellery that in order to obtain them they indulge in several 
sins themselves and also involve their husbands and other relations 
in sin. If the wealth has been earned by lawful means and there is 
money to spare, it is lawful for woman to buy jewellery and silk 
dresses and wear them. Silk is no longer the prized commodity, the 
markets offer several other finer stuffs and it is lawful to use these 
expensive fabrics. 

But what has deprived women of success in the eternity is the 
unlawful means which are employed in obtaining jewellery and 
dresses and the ostentation vanity, and snobbery with which they arc 
worn and the contemptuous attitude and a sense of superiority which 
they be jewelled and expensively dressed woman displays towards 
the less fortunate women. 

First of all a woman should see whether after fulfilling other 
lawful needs she can afford to buy jewellery out of her own lawfully 
earned wealth. If she wants her husband or parents to buy jewellery 
for her, she should see whether or not they have any money to spare. 
The actual position is that if they have no money of their own they 
raise a loan on interest to buy ornaments. They compel the husband 
to produce money by any means. If he is a righteous man and 
abstains from taking bribes, the wife nags him into taking bribe and 
buy jewellery for her. All women know that they do not wear 
jewellry in their home at all hours. They mostly need it to attend 
marriage functions and other parties. Since their main motive is 
ostentation they somehow manage to get the required jewellery 
before the date of the wedding or party which they wish to attend. A 
further complication is that jewellery whose design has become 
outdated loses their favour. So they get the old-fashioned jewellery 
dismantled and remade after the new fashion. Here again the motive 
is a display of personal glory. 
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As regards dresses, even when they possess an extensive 
wardrobe, they insist on getting a new dress for attending every 
party or function. They argue that they have worn their existing 
dresses many times before. If they go to the function in the same old 
dress, the women will look down upon them and pass the stricture, 
“Look at her,! The poor woman has only two dresses which she 
wears alternately.” This way of thinking also arouses out of a desire 
for self-display. 

Before and after the making of dress and Jewellery 

Before the making of dress and jewellery, the first thing to be 
taken into account is whether one possesses lawful wealth and 
secondly whether one can afford to spend money on these items. 
When jewellery and dress have been made, their use must be free 
from ostentation, simulation, snobbery and vanity. It is also 
necessary to abstain from regarding others as contemptible and 
inferior. V/hcn the attention of the women is drawn towards these 
matters, they exclaim: “What has happened to the moulvis! (The 
religious priest). They forbid us even to drape our bodies with rags 
and stop us from wearing bangles!” My sisters! The moulvi has no 
power to stop you from lawful ways. He only tells you the rules of 
Shariat and relates to you the Hadees of the True Messenger of 
Allah #>. Get yourself jewellery and dresses of various cut, but fear 
Allah in every matter. Let your hearts remember Allah. Do not raise 
Soans on interest for buying clothes and jewellery. Do not nag your 
husband into taking bribes. Yes, if you have money to spare out of 
lawfully-earned wealth, you can get yourself jewellery and dresses. 
You must then pay the annual rate of Zakat according to the order of 
the Shariat. Do not be ostentatious in wearing dresses, nor hold 
anyone in contempt. Your admission to Paradise depends on your 
carrying out the commands of the Supreme Allah and disobcdiv 
to His orders is a hurdle to your entry into Paradise. The sacicd 
•tradition explicitly states that gold and silk made women indifferent 
to Allah and His commands and this became an obstacle in their 
admission to Paradise! Wear dress and jewellery according to the 
law of Shariat. No one can or dare stop you from exercising this 
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right The best of well-wishing is to explain the rules of Shariat and 
you should be grateful to the person who wishes you well. 

GOLD AND SILVER ORNAMENTS 


4^ i ^ (Y r A) 


_.iGi aj ^ ^5? t'C-Ji C jii' f:..j 
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77?e sister of Hazrat Huzaifa^ related that the Messenger 
of Allah & addrressed: “O women! Can 7 you adorn 
yourself with silver ornaments? Any woman among you 
who wears ornaments of gold for display will certainty 
undergo torment. ” 

(Mishkaat ul Masahih. p. 279. with reference to Abu Daud 

and Nisai) 

Explanation: 


Every one knows the excessive love of women for jewellery A 
venerable observer remarks that if nails of gold were to be driven 
into every pore of a woman’s body, she would not feel pain. The 
Shariat of Allah maintains a balanced approach in every matter. It 
gives due allowance to human desires, but imposes certain bounds 
on them. The Shariat has enforced certain laws which prevent man 
from cultivating pride, haughtiness, boastfulness, holding others in 
contempt, vanity, hurting the people of Allah and usurping their 
rights. If a woman possesses lawful wealth she can buy and wear 
both silver and gold ornaments. 


This permission depends on the fulfilment of one condition 
before making the ornaments i.e., that it should be paid for out of 
lawfully-earned wealth and two conditions must be fulfilled after 
the ornaments have been acquired. Firstly, there should be no 
negligence - in paying Zakat and other taxes on It; secondly, it should 

not be worn for ostentation: The purpose should not be to boast of 

one s wealth before other people. Silver ornaments arc not 
considered very valuable and so they do not afford much opportunity 
to showV off and boast about one’s affluence. So the 
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Messenger of Allah# advised women to adorn themselves with 
silver ornaments only. However, it is essential to avoid vanity, 
display and haughtiness even while wearing silver ornaments. 
Urging the women to be content with silver ornaments the Pride of 
the World# advised: ‘O women, can’t you adorn yourself with 
silver ornaments only?’ Women who wear ornaments of gold can 
seldom avoid showing off. That is why the Messenger of Allah# 
informed that a woman who wears ornaments of gold for display 
will be subjected to torment. The evil of showing off the ornaments 
is very common among the women. If nobody notices their 
jewellery they resort to various tricks and strategems to attract the 
attention of other women to their ornaments. For instance, 
complaining of heat they suddenly expose their ears and necks. They 
exclaim: ‘O, how hot!’ but the real motive is to show off the 
jewellery. May Allah protect us from such strategems! Provided that 
they avoid these evils, women are allowed to wear ornaments. 
However, it is more meritorious not to wear jewellery. If they do not 
wear it in this world, they will be rewarded with it in the eternal 
world. 

Hazrat Uqba b. Aamir<*&> reported that Allah’s Messenger# 
informed: 

OJ ^ ^ O* * * ^ / o / * 0 * 9 & * } ** * o 

lljjJl 'fs ti j> j?- j 0 

“If you want ornaments and silks of Paradise, do not wear 
them in this world. " (Mishkaat ul Masahih. p. 379) 

For details of ornaments, dresses and other bounties which will 
be granted in Paradise see our work ‘Jannat Ki Nacmatain’ 
(Bounties of Paradise). 
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“The Messenger of Allah ’s2§S attendant Hazrat Sauhan 
narrated: ‘It was customary with the Messenger of 
Allahffr that on leaving for a journey heJ&l would take 
leave of Hazrat Fatima LjJ. J / the last of all other 

members of his family and on return he<& would meet 
Hazrat Fatima A, i j^j the first of all other members of 

his family. Once hel& returned from a jihad (Holy War) 
and wanted to enter Hazrat Fatima's Ljj- Jjihouse, 
but did not do so. because Hazrat Fatima Lfd- had 

hung a curtain on the wall or the cornice and had put two 
bracelets of silver on the arms of Hazrat Hassan and 
Hazrat Hussain f—i-*- Tu ' On seeing this Fatima j^j 
*+* A> timmediately understood that it was because of these 
two things that heJ$& had returned without entering her 
house and that hefound these two things distasteful. So 
she tore down the curtain and cut off the bracelets from 
the arms of her two sons, who came crying to the 

Messenger of AllahJ§&, The Messenger of AUahJ&t took the 
bracelets from their hands and said to me: O Sauban. take 
these to that (poor) family (they will sell them and fulfil 
their needs.) 

These are members of my own family. I do not want them 
to use good things thct fall to their share in worldly life. 

(Tuithei he said) J Sauban! Go and buy a necklace of 
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(animal) joints and two bracelets of ivory for Hazrat 
Fatima Q-i- *u > 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih. p. 383. from Ahmed and Abu Hand) 

Explanation: 

This Hadces gives us a glimpse of the Messenger of Allah s &> 
austerity and aversion to worldly bounties and pleasures. Not only 
did hc$£ not like to enjoy worldly pleasures and bounties himself, 
but did not like members of his family to enjoy them also. He¥£ 
disapproved of indulgence in these pleasures by everybody, but 
concentrated more on denying them to himself and his lamily. Since 
it is not a sin to use lawful things, it was not suitable to forbid their 
use sternly. However, he$£ was strict with himself and also advised 
his family against their use. It is lawful for a woman to wear 
ornaments, but hei& preferred that she did not wear them. The use 
of bounties in the present world lessens the chance ot receiving 
bounties in the next world. 

It is clear that worldly pleasures are quite inferior to eternal 
pleasures. How could the beloved Messenger of Allah like the 
prospect of reduction in eternal bounties. That is why hca?» sent 

silver bracelets to a poor family. May peace and blessings of Allah 

be on him and his companions! 

Conclusion: 

It is lawful for women to wear gold and silver ornaments, 

provided they are bought out of lawfully-earned w ealth and there is 

no motive to show-off, as has been stated above. Men are permitted 
to wear a silver ring only, provided its weight is less than 1/2 Masha. 
Men and women are forbidden to use gold or silver in any other 
way, for instance eating and drinking out of gold and silver vessels, 
eating with a gold or silver spoon or applying collyriuni with a gold 
or silver needle or using a gold or silver collyrium casket. It is 
unlawful both for men and women to lie down or sit on a bed or 
chair which has legs made of gold or silver. 

In these matters there is the same order for men and women. 
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TINKLING ORNAMENTS 
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Hamu Banana att ^ narrated that 'I was presen, 
w„h Harm, Aysha whe „ Ms ,„„ a< ,,„ 

happened. A woman wanted to enter alongwith a girl into 
the presence of Hazrat Ayesha t£ Jt t >; The girl was 
wearing tinkling anklets. Hazrat Ayesha & J / a*;. W; 

o no/ bring her to me til! her anklets are cut off. 1 have 
heard from Allah \s Messenger m that if there is a bell in a 
house, Angels (bearing blessings) do not enter it. " 

(Mishkaat id Masabih, p. 379. from Abu Daud) 


Explanation: 

It is stated in a Hadees: OlkjUi ‘‘O' VjJT "/?„// <• t u 

trumpets of Satan" ■ ' (MMaa^, Masath.p 33Q 

asJSST Had ' CS ranS: "Satan accompanies 

(Mishkaat u! Masabih, p. 279) 

arc rhcT AhadCCS f” ?” ,inklin S »'"“*■ rattles and bells 

are the favourite art.eles of Satan. They arc the trumpets of Satan 

who rejotees a, then sound. Angels bearing blessings of Allah do noi 
enter place where these things arc present. In view of these Ahadces 
he jurists wrtte that Sharia forbids wearing of an ornanten, in which 
there are jingling things enclosed in a shell. Such were the tinklinr. 

rjr-; n h„:: r dTs. ,imcs — ^ ****££% 
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This kind of ornaments are still in vogue in rural areas. All 
these things, however, are unlawful. In regard to an ornament which 
does not contain a jingling thing, but its parts clink, Allah says. 


Os 04rtj 01 0^> r 1 ^ of^ 0>r*>- ^3 


“And they should not (while walking) strike the earth with 
their feet with such force that their hidden adornment may 
be known." (Surah Noor) 


The Messenger of Allahi^ has also forbidden the putting of 
bells round the necks of animals. 


It is stated in a tradition: ^ 

‘Angels (bearing Allah’s blessings) do not stay with those who keep 
a dog or a bell. " (Mishkaat id Masabih. p. 338) 


Singing and playing music 

It is a fact that those who indulge in Satanic acts love musical 
instruments which are frequently played in Satanic performances. 
They are a special feature of temples and churches ot the Hindus, 
the Jews and the Christians. Since these things are dear to Satan, he 
inspires such notions in his disciples that they should keep and play 
on these instruments. Among the Muslims also those who act 
according to their sensual desires and arc disinclined to turn to the 
Qur’an and Hadith in their joy or sorrow arc overcome by Satan. He 
engages them in singing and playing music. He makes them sing 
songs and play musical instruments. He listens to them and enjoys 
himself. There is a rampant evil that in order to pander to their 
sensual desires people keep the radio and the tapc-rccordcr on. At 
meal times especially they make sure to listen to music, so that the 
rhythms and tunes may facilitate the gulping down of food and 
drink. 


Musical instruments in qawwali concerts 

The chief evil is that on many occasions the people consider 
songs and music-as acts of blessing. They arrange music concerts 
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and keep awake all n.ght to hear the songs of the qawwal. Since on 
dns occasion poems and verses in praise of the Messenger of Allah 

Zi arC 3 ' SO SUng ’ the y cons, der participation in such concerts as a 
means of earning blessing. If any person gives them the n s ht 
counsel, they brand him a Wahabi. “Look at him, he stops us from 

av The l H° e 'u "] PraiSC ° fthc Me ^gcr of Allah they 
Sa y, The fdCt IS that h c does not forbid them to compose or listen to 
such verses as state the truth and are sound. He stops them to sntg 
hose verses to the accompaniment of musical instruments If you 
love to listen to a poem m praise of the Messenger of Allah & do 
so^without the accompaniment of harmonium, drtm or sj^i.e! 

Everyone knows that if one were to sing a poem in praise of the 
Messenger of Allah ife, no more than five or ten men would gather 
to listen to him and they too would disperse after five or ten 
minutes. In the Name of Allah! Be just! Is this all night vigil meant 
to listen to a poem in praise of the Messenger of Allah & or is it an 
attempt to provide forbidden fruit to one’s passions and to Satan 
un er the cloak of paying homage to the Messenger of Allah $&? 

The Messenger of Allah has said: 

» , „ 0 „ 

My Almighty Allah has commanded me to eliminate 
musical instruments, idols, the Cross (worshipped by the 
chnstians) and alt other works of ignorance. ” 

tn ,h?° W f °° liSh ° f themthat use the same things in listening 
he poem in praise of the Messenger of Allahi& which it was his 

”7 h °" <° ellm '" ate A "<< more, ,hcy hope ,o get a reward For 

SaJn LHh 80 OVCrCon ’ e with *■=" desire and so dominated by 

the Our-an H Tt! !, ^ ^ a,tenti °n *° «>« L™ of 

hL? L A M U Hadccs ' May Allah vouc hsafe understanding to 
them. May Allah awaken their senses and help them to followlhe 
piecepts of the Messenger of Allah^! 
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They listen to qawwali the whole night and as the call to dawn 

Namaz is announced, they go to bed without offering Namaz. 

Such are the lovers of the Prophet^ who do not feel the 
slightest regret at missing the obligatory Prayer, O'. 

‘From Allah we come, to Allah we return.” 

Drums and trumpets in the tazia’ procession of Muharram 

And look! What happens in Muharram. The processions on the 
8th, 9th and 10th and long lines of Tazias pass through the bazars 
and the mourning of Hazrat Hussain4i and the recounting of t e 
hardships and distress of the Mcsscnggcr’s of Allah^ family are 
done to the accompaniment of drums and trumpets. 

Whoever stops them from such violations of Shariat is 
dismissed by them as a Wahabi. O sensible people! Say, what kind 
of a sorrow it is wherein you mourn and sing dirges to the 
accompaniment of cymbals, tambourines and other instruments. You 
go out to mourn and do everything only to please your senses and 
Satan. In tbc first place mourning and singing dirges is unlawful. 
And then to regard it as a blessed act and fill the whole proceedings 
with singing and music is nothing but an expression of a corrupt 
belief All these acts are sinful. The acts which arc based on good do 
not violate the laws of the Qur’an and Hadith, nor are they done to 

please Satan. 

It is a strange irony that they come out with sorrow at the 
distress of. the Messenger of Allah3£ family and display false gtief 
in loving sympathy for Hazrat Hussain4« in violation of the precepts 
of the Pride of the World In the midst of mourning they cast 
aside the orders of Hazrat Hussain’s^, grandfather^. The fact is 
that their love is not based on right principles, for if it had been, the 
actions and performances would al*o have been right. Right love is 
that which is based on principles of Shariat. Understand it well! 
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AFFIMINATE APPEARANCE BY MEN 
AND MASCULINE APPEARANCE 
BY WOMEN 


1 4j] L -^ ^ 1 4^S\* Jf-J (Y i > ) 
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(^•L-Jl J djljl^l oljj) ft U>J*U 

//az/-<7/ Ayes ha L^U *2 / reported that in order to hand 
over a note to the Messenger oj Allah&a woman put her 
hand 0 u t oj the curtain. He& withdrew his hand and said- 
/ don t know whether it is a man's or woman ‘s hand. " 


She said: It is the hand of a woman." If you were a 

woman you would have changed (the colour) of your nails 
with hina 


ExpU^f"" MaSah ‘ K P ^ Jr ° m Ab “ 


• i • ' S v , Iadces show s that the companion women used to observe 
in le presence of the Messenger of Allahi^. That is why the 
woman extended her hand from behind the curtain to hand over the 
to him. Had they not observed veil in his presence, ftere wol 
have been no need to draw a curtain. 

Error of the ignorant mentors 


Mpn . ThlS Hadees also establishes the error of those misguided 
Mentors who enter the homes of their women disciples freely 

‘There • ° bSCrVa . nCC ° fthe mles of * c veil. The ignorant women say 
There is no veiling from-him. He is my Mentor and a virtuous man 1 ’ 

nf ^ W w C ?SL bC m ° rC VirtUOUS than the Pure Messenger the Pride 

from C h,m°ho^ ^ ^ C ° mpani °" -men veiled thlsdvS 
from him, how can any exception be made for another man? Those 
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who freely mix with women on false pretexts of righteousness arc 
not mentors and guides, but arc themselves misguided who lead to 
the path of Satan. It is unlawful for men and women to become their 
disciples. 

The way of the righteous mentors 

My grandfather Maulana Khalil Ahmad Muhajir Madani 
<-3s- was a great mentor. When he took the oath of discipleship from 
women he would draw a curtain and without holding their hands just 
asked them to recite Tauba. While making them recite the words of 
Tauba, he would sit with his back towards them so that his gaze may 
not fall upon them even by a mischance. The women do not desist 
from casting glances, so he thought it necessary to do so. On one 
occasion a woman submitted: ‘O holy one! When a curtain hangs 
between us why do you sit with your back towards us?” “How do 
you know the direction of my face?” This shows that care must be 
observed even when a curtain is hanging between us, because you 
are always careless in casting glances. Please note that true and 
righteous mentors conduct themselves in this manner. They adhere 
strictly to the way of the beloved Messenger^ and guide their male 
and female disciples to the same way. 

Taking tuition without observing the veil. 

There are many people who engage tutors for grown-up girls 
and young women and make no provision for observing the veil. 
The male tutor and the female pupils sit in front of each other 
without observance of the rules of the veil and they are often 
completely alone together. All this is unlawful. In the presence of an 
unfamiliar teacher or mentor observance of veil becomes obligatory. 
You must understand it clearly. 

The second rule revealed by this Hadees is that a woman should 
retain the appearance of a woman. The colour of hina on the hand of 
the woman shows that it is the hand of a woman. It is better for 
woman to dye her palms with hina, but at least she must colour her 
nails with hina. Man should retain male and a woman should 
preserve her female appearance. The Messenger of Allah^ was 
very particular about this rule. HeS& forbade one from adopting the 
appearance and dress of another. We shall further discuss this topic 
in the ensuing Ahadees. By the will of Allah! 
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Hazrat Ibn Abi Malaika <Aa A> i stated: ‘Someone told 
Hazrat Ayes ha LfsA At I that a woman wore (men’s) 
shoes; Hazrat Ayes ha informed: Allah's 

MessengerI& has invoked a curse upon a woman who 
adopts the ways of men. ” 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih. p.383. from Abu Daud) 
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Hazrat Abu Huraira reported: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah has invoked a curse on the man who puts on a 
woman’s dress and he M has invoked a curse on the 
woman who wears man ‘s clothes. " 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p.383. from Abu Daud) 
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Hazrat Abdullah b. Abbas*& reported that “Allah's 
Messenger0 invoked a curse on those men who adopt the 
appearance of women and become hermaphrodites and 
hef£ invoked a curse on those women who adopt a 
masculine appearance and habit and he3t& commanded: 
‘Turn them out of your houses. " 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 380, from Bukhari) 
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Explanation: 

These traditions show that our beloved Messenger of Allahi^fc 
intensely disapproved of men wearing female dress and becoming 
effeminate or women putting on male dress and becoming 
masculine. It is because of his disgust with such men and women 
that hei§& invoked a curse on them. Reason demands that men 
should adopt masculine and women the feminine ways. The people 
in modem times do not pay heed to the guidance of Allah’s 
Messenger^, but take the pagans of Europe and America and the 
movie actors and actresses as their model. In dress and manner they 
follow their lead and feel pride in doing so, even though that dress 
and manner invites Allah’s curse. May Allah vouchsafe 
understanding to us and help us to follow the Guidance of His 
Messenger^. 

The Hadees says: Turn out of your houses men who adopt 
feminine ways and women who adopt masculine manners. This 
shows that it is strictly forbidden to allow the hermaphrodites to 
enter your houses. 

Hazrat Abu Huraira 4* reported: ‘A hermaphrodite whose 
hands and arms were stained with henna was produced before the 
Messenger of Allah !&>, who asked: ‘What has happened to him?” It 
was submitted: ‘He affects resemblance to women’. On hearing this, 
he Olfc ordered him to leave Madina and live in Baqee” (£-^) 
(Mishkaat ul Masabih). This place is different from the well-known 
Jannat-ul-Baqee. 

In some homes hermaphrodites are summoned to sing on the 
birth of a child. This constitutes double sin: One, to let them in the 
house and the other, to amuse yourself with their singing. May Allah 
Almighty save us from every sin. The jurists have written that 
Muslim women are under an obligation to veil themselves even from 
those women who go about unveiled. 

The vogue of dressing boys in girls’ clothes and girls in boys’ 
clothes is becoming very popular in modem society. Young men and 
women are being swept away by this fashion which originated with 
the unrighteous people of Europe and America. They regard the 
adoption of this fashion as a matter of high pride. 
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The episode is narrated that in a mixed party of men and 
women a youth was seen arranging the table and setting dishes on it. 
A guest remarked: He is a capable lad. Look how efficiently he 
arranges the table.’ At this a voice rose from behind: “What are you 
saying. Sir, It is not a boy, it is my daughter”. The guest turned 
round and said: “Excuse me, I didn’t know that you were her 
mother.” Prompt came the retort: “Sir, Learn to see right’ 1 am not 
her mother, but father.” The substance of the story is that the girl 
hath been dressed in boy’s clothes according to the modem fashion 
and the father too had adopted feminine dress and appearance. 

How and in what ways is effeminacy in men and masculinity in 
women is coming into fashion is best known to those who are 
themselves involved in this evil. In the past.we lamented the fact 
that men were developing effeminacy by shaving off their beards. 
Today men especially the youth have gone a step further. They are 
using lipstick and powder and dressing in jumpers and frocks. There 
are many men who go out wearing shirts and trousers of such shades 
of colour as are particularly feminine. On a casual look these 
fashionable males appear to be females. 

It is long since the girls have been saying: ‘I shall marry a clean 
shaven man. I don’t like bearded men.’In other words they want a 
man who by his looks falls in the category of women. The women 

are now wearing Western trousers. If they put on Eastern dress, it is 
of male cut. * 

Boys are decked in feminine and girls in male dresses. The 
people have fallen into a misconception that they have ascended the 
ladder of progress. How can that which deserves a curse by decree 
of Allah and His Messenger^ be a means of success? It can be a 
progress in bestiality and sensuality, in transgression and vice (that 
is sin) which is accursed, but not a progress in terms of faith and 
humanity. 


WEARING OF WIG 
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Hazrat Abdullah b. Omar reported: 'The Messenger of 
Allah warned: Allah ’s curse be on the woman who (in 
order to make her hair long and luxurious) joins to her 
hair the Hair of another man, or woman and Allah's curse 
be on that woman also who says to another woman: ‘Join 
someone else’s hair to my hair. And he 0 said: 'Allah's 
curse be on the woman who tattoos and the woman who 
gets herself tattooed. ” 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 381 ; from Bukhari and Muslim) 

Explanation: 

Women have been using a variety of methods to adorn 
themselves since ancient times. These methods continue to change 
with time. One of these methods was (it is still in vogue in certain 
regions and among some nations) that in order to make their hair 
long and luxurious used to join to their hair the hair of another man 
or women. Some women had made it a profession to join hair to 
their customers' hair for a fee. 


Since this involves falsehood and deception, the Messenger of 
Allah strongly disapproved of it and invoked a curse both on the 
Wasila ( i.e . she who joins the hair) and the Mustousilah (i.e. she 
who gets hair joined to her hair). 


Similarly tattooing and getting oneself tattooed arc also old 
practices. In Arabic the word j ‘wishm ’ is used for it. The method 
is that the skin is deeply pricked with a needle and punctured spots 
are stained with calico or collyrium. Similarly pictures of animals 
and other objects are tattooed on the body. This custom is very 
comjnon among the Hindus in India and such pictures are also 
frequently seen on the bodies of some male inhabitants of 
Baluchistan. The True Messenger of Allah^S* has declared this 
custom as unlawful. Similarly hei^ invoked a curse on a womafl 
who gets some marks made on her body a\jd the woman who makes' 
these marks. Bukhari records that Abdullah b. Masud*$e said: 
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"The curse of Allah Almighty be on the tattooers and those 
who get themselves tattooed and on those women who 
pluck the hair of their eye-brows in order to make them 
thin. Allah’s curse be on those women who get their teeth 
operated so as to create spaces between them and thus 
change the shape given by Allah. ” 

On hearing this statement of Hazrat Abdullah b. Masud-^ a 
woman called on him and said: ‘I hear that you invoke a curse on 
such women.” He replied: ‘Why shouldn’t I invoke a curse upon 
those women on whom the Messenger of Allah ^ called down a 
curse and who have been cursed by Allah’s Book.” The woman said: 
‘I have read the whole Qur’an and have not found this curse 
anywhere.” Hazrat Abdullah b. Masud-^e said: ‘If you had read the 
Qur’an you would certainly have found this point. Have you not 
read: 


I £- OjJ^J (J jJ\ y 


"And obey what the Messenger £& bids you and avoid 
what he forbids you. ” 


On hearing this the woman said: “Yes, this indeed is in the 
Qur’an.” Hazrat Abdullah b. Masud^- said: I have cursed the 
women for those acts which have been forbidden by the Messenger 
of Allahi^. So according to the Qur’an also these acts are unlawful, 
for the Qur’an says: ‘Obey what the Messenger of Allah^ bids you 
and avoid what he^ forbids you.” (Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 38J) 


This episode reveals several points: 


Firstly, it is unlawful to wear a wig, to get the body tattooed and 
plucking the hair from the eye-brows. Similarly it is forbidden to 
scale the teeth in order to make them thin and to create spaces 
between the teeth. All these acts invite Allah’s curse. These acts 


involve a change in the shape created by Allah which is a heinous sin 
and therefore strictly forbidden. It is a condemnable act which 
invites the curse of Allah. However, where it is allowed to cut off the 
hair or change the shape of the body, it is not only right but a blessed 
act to do so. Man should always keep in mind the will of the Master. 
As a matter of fact it is not laudable in Shariat to dress up and adorn 
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oneself excessively. It is right for a wife to adorn herself, but to be 
obsessed with this activity and looking for new ways and means of 
adornment is against the nature of a believer. Those whose purpose 
in life is to cultivate righteous actions and good morals have no time 
or money to spare for artificial and spunous pastimes. 

The second point which we infer from the episode of Hazrat 
Abdullah b. Masud*^ is that the Orders contained in traditions have 
the same force as the commands of Allah. Similarly the prohibitions 
contained in traditions have the same validity as the prohibitions 
issued by Allah. Many ignorant people of modem times whose 
minds have received so-called enlightenment from Europe and 
America (which indeed is darkness) allege that there is no need for 
tradition; we shall follow the Qur’an only. On the other hand the fact 
is that it is impossible to follow the Qur’an without the knowledge 
and acceptance of traditions, because traditions are the exegesis of 
the Qur’an. For a detailed discussion see my work ‘Fazail-e-Ilm ’. 

The third point revealed by the episode of Hazrat Abdullah b. 
Masud4& is that women in those times were well-versed in the 
knowledge of religion. They had such an extensive knowledge of the 
Qur’an that a woman by virtue of her learning challenged such a 
venerable and ruminant Companion as Hazrat Abdullah b. Masud^ 
and asserted that the point did not exist in the Qur'an at all. 

Alas! Modem women spend years in schools and colleges, but 
do not pay the slightest attention to the study of Qur’an and the 
Ahadees. This is the outcome of a secular environment. May Allah, 
the Mighty, the Glorious help us all to acquire the knowledge of 
Qur’an and Hadees. Aameenl. 

WOMAN IS FORBIDDEN TO SHAVE 


OFF HER HEAD 
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Hazrat AH reported: ‘The Messenger of Allah is& 
forbade woman to shave off her head. ’’ 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih. p. 334, from Nisai.) 



40 


BOOK OF DRESS / VEIL 


Explanation: 

This command relates to the same rule which forbids woman to 
assume masculine ways. This topic has been discussed under the 
foregoing traditions. Mulla Ali Qari i a^, writes: ‘Hair and 

tresses arc adornments for women in the same way as beard is an 
adornment for man. It is unlawful for man to shave his beard and 
unlawful for woman to shave off her head. 

It should also be noted that women and men are not only 
forbidden to sfrike resemblance with each other, but also to strike 
resemblance with non-Muslims. This order applies equally to men 
and women. So not only is it necessary for Muslim women to avoid 
assuming masculine appearance and dress but also to be very careful 
not to strike resemblance with the Hindus, the Jews and the 
Christians. Further, it is forbidden to assume resemblance with the 
hypocrites and the wicked persons. It is a wide-spread evil these 
days that instead of obeying the precepts of our beloved Master^ 
about manners, dress and appearance, Muslim men and women are 
following the guidance of the Jews and the Christians. OWj Jjui 

“From Allah we come, to Allah we return.” 

In the Name of Allah! Give up following the ways of the 
wicked and the unbelievers and make the precepts, morals and 
actions of the Madani Masteri$jl your Guide. 


DECORATIVE CURTAIN AND 


A PAINTED RUG 
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Umm ul Momineen Hazrat Ayes ha A, l narrated: 

Once the Messenger of AllahM went on Jihad. In his 
absenc e / bought a fine cloth with a thin border and hung 
this doth on the door as a curtain. On seeing this cloth on 
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his return he pulled it down with such force that it split 
into two. Then heJ&i said: Allah Almighty has not 
commanded us to clothe stones and soil. " 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 385. from Bukhari and Muslim) 

Explanation: 

The Messenger of Allahi^ disapproved of spending money on 
home decoration. That is why he tpre down the beautiful 
decorative curtain hung by Hazrat Ayesha 4^- ' i-r^j and observed: 

‘Allah has not commanded us to clothe stones and soil. As for the 
door curtains which are hung to preserve the priyacy of the home, 
they can be made of thick mat or coarse simple cloth. It is not 
necessary to use an expensive or beautiful curtain for this purpose. 
Modem fashion dictates that curtains should be hung on walls, doors 
and windows. Expensive and beautiful curtains are used for the 
purpose of home decoration. Muslims are spending millions of 
rupees to keep up with this fashion. While a large number of people 
in our own neighbourhood and in other urban and rural areas are in 
want of clothes, we are draping the doors and walls with expensive 
cloth only to please our eyes. Man’s needs cry for succour while we 
are lavishing our generosity on bricks and stones. They have learnt 
this lesson virtually from the aliens. If they had been motivated by a 
desire to follow the guidance of their beloved Messenger of Allahi^, 
their mind would never have turned to extravagant fashions. 

Moreover, it is a strange irony that women are abandoning the 
Sharii veil and the veil which was meant to be worn as a cover from 
the eyes of the unfamiliar persons is now reserved for the decoration 
of the doors and walls. The women roam about in the parks and cloth 
markets with open faces without shame. They are not willing to wear 
the slightest veil, yet they needlessly drape their walls with 
expensive curtains. W "From Allah we come, to 

Allah we return. " 

It must be noted that decoration, purity and cleanliness are three 
different matters. The meaning of decoration is well-known to the 
people, zlj is purity and o_» Ui; denotes cleanliness. 

Allah has commanded the maintenance of cleanliness. Allah 
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"Verily Allah loves those who repent much and keep 
themselves quite clean. " (Surah Baqara) 

Purity has also been enjoined: The Messenger of Allahl$& 
observed: "Keep the ground before your houses clean. " 

However, it is neither meritorious nor plausible to maintain 
expensive decoration, to buy decoration pieces, to be obsessed with 
ever new ways of decoration and to waste time and money in this 
matter. 


May Allah Almighty set us on the path of His Beloved 
Messenger^. Aameen! 
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Hazrat Ayesha Lf-*- 0 ) : narrated: Once I purchased a 

rug with pictures painted on it. When the Messenger of 
Allah 4P saw it, hestopped at the door and did not enter. 
I noted signs of displeasure on his august face and 
submitted: "O Messenger of A/lahi&i / offer my repentance 
to Allah and beg forgiveness of Allah’s Messenger 4$S. 
What wrong have I done?" He M said: "What kind of a 
rug is this? How did it come here? " I submitted: "I have 
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bought it for you to sit on it and use it in place of the 
pillow ". He& said: ' Verily the painters of these pictures 
shall be tormented on the Day of Judgment and they shall 
be asked: 'Put life into what you had made." He £& states 
further that 'If there is a picture in a house the Angels of 

Mercy decline to enter that house. " 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 385, from Bukhari and Muslim) 

Explanation: 

This Hadecs reveals the following points: 

(1) It is unlawful to keep in the home, office or shop a mattress, 

rug, carpet or other articles like calendar, utensils, or 
furniture bearing any kind of pictures. On seeing in his 
house a rug bearing pictures the Messenger of Allah^ 
stopped in the door and did not enter the house. 

(2) It also shows that if there is a picture in a house the Angels 
of Mercy decline to enter it. The Ahadees mention only the 
Angels in general, but in the light of verses and Ahadees the 
traditionalists have explained that here the Angel refers to 
Angels of Mercy, not the Kiraman Katibin (Angels who 
record human actions, good or bad) and the Angels of Death, 
for they have to enter the houses to carry out the commands 
of Allah, though they too are displeased by the pictures in a 
house. However, they are duty-bound to be there. It is they 
who disbelieve in Angels or are inconsiderate to the pain 
caused to this innocent creation of Allah that can keep 
pictures in their homes. May Allah Almighty vouchsafe 
guidance to them! The Shariat has made special provisions 
for avoiding those acts which cause distress to the Angels. It 
is reported in the Hadecs that the Pride of the Worlds^ 
inquired: “Whoso has eaten this stinking plant, that is, the 
Onion, should on no account come near our mosque, for 
even the Angels are distressed by those things which cause 
pain to man.' (The implication is that bad odour displeases 
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Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 68, from Bukhari and Muslim. 



44 


BOOK OF DRESS / VEIL 


the Angels even as it displeases the human beings. So after 
eating a bad smelling thing, do not enter a mosque even if 
the mosque is empty, because Angels are always present 
there. However, when the bad odour has disappeared you are 
permitted to go into the mosque). Those things which have 

been prohibited by Shariat please the devils. So how can the 
innocent Angels of Pure Allah be pleased with them? Those 
who keep a picture in the house or indulge in certain other 
prohibited acts or indecencies please Satan and displease 
Allah Almighty, His Holy Messenger # and the sacred 
Angels! What a great folly! 

(3) The Hadees also makes it clear that those who keep pictures 
will be in torment on the Day of Judgment. They will be 
asked: “Put life into the pictures you have made.’’ This order 
will be given by way of admonition and reprimand, because 
obviously they will not be able to blow life into those 
pictures. A Hadees narrates that “Allah Almighty said: Who 
is a great wrongdoer than he who starts making creatures as 
I do. If they possess the power of creation, let them create a 
tiny particle, a grain or a barley grain.” The implication is 
that they cannot produce even a particle, why are they then 
indulging in the vocation of drawing figures. 

The Messenger of Allah# warned: “The severest torment on 
the Day of Judgment shall be inflicted on those who strike 
resemblance to Allah Almighty in His Attribute of Creation. (That is 
draw pictures). Furthermore, he# observed that every painter shall 
be tormented through the pictures made by him. Each Figure which 
he had drawn shall become alive and torture the painter. 

Rule: It is right to draw the picture of an inanimate object and keep 

it m the house such as the picture of a tree etc. However, if there is 

an object adored by the pagans, it is incumbent upon the Muslim to 
avoid drawing its picture. A case in point is the picture of the Cross 
worshipped by the Christians. 

Rule: Strictly avoid keeping and watching the television, for it has 
been invented for taking, transmitting and viewing pictures. 
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Warning: Some people believe that the pictures which Hadees 
forbids us to draw is the painting made by hand. The prohibition 
does not cover camera photographs because they are not made by 
hand. This wrong and evil argument has been inspired by Satan. The 
real objective is to prohibit the making of pictures, regardless of 
whether it is made by hand or by mechanical means. To keep 
pictures and to decorate home, bungalows and motor cars with 
statutes has become a fashion these days. It has even been made a 
part of culture. One of the many sins which have crept into life in the 
name of Art is the making of pictures, using them as decoration 
pieces and viewing and displaying them to the public. Whoever 
becomes affluent turns his attention immediately to artificial living 
decoration, camera snaps, idols, statues etc. You may explain to him 
a thousand times that this is a gross violation of the command of 
Allah and His Messenger#, but he turns a deaf ear. When one has 
taken Europe and America as guides, one will hardly feel the need 
for turning to Makkah and Madina for guidance. 

One is a Syed, another is an Alvi, a third is Siddiqui, a fourth is 
Faruqi, a fifth is a Usmani, the sixth is a Zuberi, the seventh a Chisti 
and the eighth a Qadri! But they are only nominally so. In their 
social and home life they appear to be Christians. In their cupboard 
stands a dog, in their motor car swings a doll. In front hangs a 
picture. The office is decorated with a statue! May Allah give us 
refuge! Are the Muslims ever like this? Are they the Muslims who 
do not have the slightest regard for the command of the 
Messenger#, who are so averse to the Angels of Mercy that they do 
not like them to enter their homes. 

Some people are exceedingly fond of their children. Even in the 
homes of those who pray regularly, preach religion to others and 
affect piety, dolls, pictures and idols are provided to children as 
playthings, because the children are enamoured of these things and 
they don’t want to break the heart of their children. However, it is 
nothing to them if sorrow is caused to the heart of the Madni 
Master#. 
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A FEW GOODS ARE ENOUGH 
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Hazrat Ayesha i-^2 Ai / reported: 'Addressing me the 
Messenger of Allah ^ advised: O Ayesha if you want to 
join me (in eternity), as much (very little) baggage should 
suffice you for the needs of your life as a traveller takes 
with him; and do not associate with the rich and do not 
regard any cloth as old (that is unfit for use), till you have 
patched it and worn it. " 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 375, from Tirmizi) 

Explanation: 

Three very important injunctions have been given in this 
Hadees, which are extremely useful. The first injunction is: Fulfil the 
needs of life with as little provisions and as small a baggage as a 
traveller takes with him on a journey. The more provisions and 
baggage you want, the more money you will need to spend on it. 
Often lawful means fall short of buying unnecessary goods, furniture 
and luxury items, so unlawful means have necessarily to be resorted 
to. The reckoning which will be held in the end will relate to wealth. 
The people of moderate means and moderate expenses will be better- 
off there. So the lesser the provisions for worldly life the better it 
would be in the life Hereafter. Today there is a race for acquiring 
greater and greater amount of goods. Huge sums are spent on 
furniture, newly-designed bungalows and various unnecessary 
heads. The poorest man demands a sofa set, a Television and tape- 
recorder. The people want a silk carpet not for seating purposes but 
only to spread on the floor for decoration purposes. This silk carpet 
they crush under their shoes. 
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Look! These are not the ways of the followers of Muhammad, 
the Messenger of Allah#. When the Messenger of Allah# deputed 
one of his closest Companions Muaaz b. Jabah^Sfe as Governor of 
Yemen, he# gave him this instruction: 

Avoid indulging in pleasure. Allah’s men do not indulge in 
pleasure.) 

Hazrat Ali«^fe reported: ‘The Messenger of Allah# said: 

—> * —aB l j <3 j j-^ Cr~* 


"Whoso is pleased with the little provision Allah has given 
him, Allah Almighty is pleased with the small number of 
his deeds. " (Baihaqi) 


Once the Messenger of Allah# went to sleep on a mat. When 
he# woke up it was found that the texture of the mat had impressed 
its marks on his body. Hazrat Abdullah b. Masud^ submitted: “O 
Messenger of Allah#, if you wish we shall make a comfortable bed 
for you and get fine things for you.” On hearing this he# said: 
“What have I to do with the world? My relation with the world is 
that of a traveller who sits in the shade of a tree for a while and then 
leaves it and goes his way.” (Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 442) 

A Muslim must follow the precedent of his beloved Messenger 
of Allah# in every condition and in every affair. Modem Muslims, 
especially young boys and girls have in emulation of alien peoples 
have adopted such additional heads of expenditure as are neither 
essential nor necessities of life. So overpowering is the force of 
fashion and expenses on keeping up appearances have been so 
enlarged that however high the income, it always falls short of the 
expense. Consequently the debt multiplies. 

Hazrat Muaaz b. Jabal^fc once said to his Companions: “You 
were tried by hardships and you were patient. You shall shortly be 
tested by your wealth and my greatest fear is that you will be hurled 
into the mischief of women. The women wear bracelets of gold and 
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silver and put on thin and fine clothes of Syria and Yemen. They will 
tire out the wealthy (in getting these things for them) and will 
demand that from the poor man which he would not be able to give 
them”. (Hulyatul Au/iya) 

Today we are passing through this period in which the condition 
of the women is exactly the same as has been described above. 
Cleanliness and neatness are good, but other superfluous 
requirements of dress and fashion which have been laid down by the 
Europeans are improper for Muslims even to think about let alone 
adopting them. The Muslims in their blind imitation of Europe have 
fallen into a state where they are prosperous in appearance but 
miserable at heart, earning well yet hardly making both ends meet. 
They know neither peace nor content. In their excessive fondness for 
children they bring them up in such luxury that later their income 
cannot square with these expenses. The parents spend all that they 
can afford on the fashionable life-style of their child. 

When after receiving education he enters service or starts a 
business, he is confounded. Family expenses, looking after parents, 
keeping up appearances according to the requirements of status and 
social fashions — all this becomes an unbearable burden for him. If 
the parents teach them to lead a simple life, they would not face this 
perplexity. 

The girls are made so fond of fashion and so accustomed to 
extravagant spending from childhood that after marriage they 
become a burden on their husbands. The whole income of the 
husband is spent on fashion, dress and jewellery. Eventually home 
life is bedevilled by dissension and bitterness. 

Excessive devotion to adornment and make-up leaves no time 
for the recitation of the Holy Qur’an, invocation of peace and 
blessings on the Messenger of Allah# adorine for Allah’s pardon 
and acquiring religious knowledge. The real adornment is the 
enlightenment and purity of heart and soul, and the cleanliness of 
body and clothes. Adornment appears attractive only when the heart 
is pure and morals good. The example of bad morals and good 
appearance is filth wrapped in silk cloth. It must also be understood 
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that need is that without which life becomes unbearable. Mark this 
point well. Review your expenses. We have included many 
irrelevant and superfluous expenditures in the catalogue of our 
needs. 


The second instruction given in this sacred Hadees is: Do not 
associate with the rich. This is a very useful instruction. The rich 
people are often worldly-minded. Association with them tends to 
increase love of the world and decrease love of eternity. Their 
condition and riches induces one to set up a comparison between 
their God-given affluence and one’s own deprivation. This leads to 
sentiments of ingratitude to Allah. The fact is that there is no man 
who has no inferior. One way of learning to be grateful to Allah is to 
look at him who is your inferior in worldly wealth. Muslim records 
that the Messenger of Allah# advised: 


Cr* <il *S^ >*“ Cr’ 1 
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“Look at him who is your inferior (in worldly goods and 
riches) and do not look at him who excels you. If you do 
this, you will never feel ungrateful for the bounties Allah 


has bestowed on you. “ (Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 447) 


Under another topic the Messenger of Allah# said the same 
thing in these words: Whoso bears two trails, Allah Almighty will 
count him as a grateful and patient man. Whoso saw a man who 
excelled him in religion and followed him and saw in the world a 
man who was inferior to him and thanked Allah that He gave him 
superiority over the other, Allah Almighty will count this man 
among the grateful. And whoso saw in religion a man who was 
inferior to him and saw in the world a man who excelled him and 
then pitied himself for being deprived of these things (in the world), 
Allah Almighty will not count him among the grateful and patient 
men. (Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 448, from Tirmizi) 


Moreover, most wealthy people are wicked, immoral sinful and 
indifferent to the performance of prayer. It is a grave folly to covet 
their wealth. Hazrat Abu Huraira-jfe reported, “The Messenger of 
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Allahi§& instructed: Do not envy the bounty enjoyed by a wicked 
(sinful) person, for you do not know to what end he will come after 
death. Verily, Allah has prepared a dreadful torment for him, that is 
the Fire of Hell.” (Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 447) 

If one accumulates heaps of wealth in the world and has to 
suffer torment in the eternal world, what profit has one earned? 
Understand this point well. The torment of Hell will be so severe as 
to kill the man, yet he will not die but continue to suffer the terrible 
agony. 
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The third instruction given in this sacred Hadees is that cloth 
should not be discarded as old till it has been mended and worn. The 
implication is: do not regard cloth as old because it has been used for 
a long time. As long as the cloth is not tom, continue to use it. When 
it shows wear and tear, do not make haste to discard it as 
unserviceable. Sew patches on it and continue to wear it. If you act 
upon this advice you won’t be pressed for earning more money for 
frequent purchases of clothes. At the same time you will be saved 
from the follies of arrogance, vanity and looking down upon others 
which are the necessary concomitant of fondness for new dresses. 
Modem boys and girls will look askance at this advice, because 
worldly-mindedness, vanity, hypocrisy arc so prevalent in society. 

However, the advice is invaluable. Whoso acts on it, he will 
attain peace in this world and in the world Hereafter. He will also 
achieve dignity in the eternal world, even though some worldly- 
minded people may hold him in contempt for wearing patched 
clothes in the mortal world. 
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RULES AND PRECEPTS ON 
OBSERVING THE VEIL 


Woman is something to be concealed 


i» ' J Cr* ^—4^ 0^' J*'} O ' *4 

C.. ?-^ ljl_ L^Jli a jj-£- Jli j aJLp 1 ^J-^ 9 
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Hazrat Abdullah b. Omar ^ reported: ‘The Messenger of 
Allahinstructed: ‘Woman is something to be concealed. 
There is no doubt that when she goes out of her home, 
Satan starts peeping at her and it is certain that a woman 
is nearest to Allah when she keeps within the bounds of her 
home 

(Al Targhib wal Tarhib from Munzari, p. 226, Vol-I with 

reference to Tibrani) 


Explanation: 

This Hadees in the first place defines the position of the woman, 
that is, she is something to be concealed. It is obligatory upon the 
woman to stay within the four walls of her home. The woman who 
transgresses the bounds of the veil has passed beyond the bounds of 
womanhood. 

Next he£@> said: When a woman emerges out of her house, 
Satan begins to glance at her. 

The implication is that when a woman goes abroad Satan will 
try to induce people to derive pleasure by looking at her features, 
beauty, grace, dress and ornaments. 
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Proceeding continued: The woman is nearest to Allah 

when she is inside her home. The women who seek nearness to Allah 
and love to be near Him, like to stay indoors and avoid going 
outdoors as far as possible. Islam enjoins women to stay inside their 
homes as far as possible. The permission to go out under some 
compulsion is subject to several restrictions. For instance, they 
should not go out while wearing perfume. Further it is ordained that 
a woman should not walk in the middle of the road. If she has to go 
out, she should wrap her body in a thick sheet of cloth (however, 
keep one eye open in order to see her way). 

Further, it is enjoined that when the eye of a man falls on an 
unfamiliar woman or the eye of a woman catches sight of an 
unfamiliar man, should turn their glances away immediately. If a 
woman is constrained to talk to an unfamiliar man, she should not 
speak in a soft tone. It is also ordained that a woman should not 
travel without a familiar companion who is reliable also. Travelling 
is forbidden with even a familiar male who is wicked and 
undependable. All these rules in fact have been laid down to protect 
the modesty and chastity of a female. 

The poison of Co-education 

Today parents send their daughters to schools and colleges to 
study for higher degrees. In the first place, it is a violation of the rule 
that a woman should stay inside the home. If she has to go out, she 
can do so subject to certain restrictions. But women now go out 
without veil, wearing full make-up and perfume. Co-education has 
further aggravated the malaise. 

Boys and girls, men and women sit in the same class. The irony 
is that students reading for a degree in Islamiat violate Islamic Rules 
while learning them. Those who censure this state of affairs and 
point out that it is derogatory to the Shariat of Islam, are dismissed as 
old-fashioned obscurantists, even when they base their arguments on 
authentic texts of the Holy Qur’an and the traditions. May Allah 
vouchsafe to them sense and help them to comprehend the true 
demands of religion. 


Islam is a religion of modesty and chastity 

Islam is a religion of modesty bashfulness, purity, chastity, self- 
respect and honour. It has raised humanity to a high status. A study 
of the ordinances of Islam clarifies the distinction between man and 
animal. Islam does not tolerate that man should descend to the level 
of a beast and live as quadrupeds. Islam has fixed limits to the urge 
in man and woman to incline towards each other. Islam has given 
due allowance to the rights of passions and pleasures desired by 
man’s nature. However, Islam has not given free rein to man to eat, 
wear, and cast his eyes at whatever he wills or derive his pleasure 
from whomsoever he wills. 

Many so-called Muslims (who are otherwise well-versed in 
modem knowledge and arc well-acquainted with worldly affairs) in 
emulation of, nay even by the incitement of and under the influence 
of the writings of the Jews, the Christians, secular atheists and 
sinners want to throw the Muslims into the flood of bestiality when 
the rules and precepts of veil are presented to them, they in the face 
of clear injunctions of the Qur’an and Hadees (traditions), 
shamefacedly remark that these are the inventions of the moulvis 
(religious teachers). They regard it a sign of progress to induce their 
women'to go about without veil and dance in public in the clubs. 

Praiseworthy Progress 

The woman is a delicate sex, deficient in understanding. When 
she is misled that veil is an impediment to progress and is a mere 
invention of the Mulla (religious priests), she is credulous enough to 
believe it. The women openly go about before men in fairs, 
meetings, parks, bazars and houses of entertainment and consider the 
immodest acts which stain their purity and chastity as signs of 
progress. The enemies of Islam are enamoured of the word 
‘progress’. 

Little do they know which progress is ‘praiseworthy’ and which 
is condemnable? Which aspect of life is promoted when the 
daughters of the nation go out of homes without veil and roam in the 
company of men in the bazars and parks? Docs this elevate 
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The Rule of safeguarding the gaze 

Gazing at each other is the chief means of attraction between 
en an women. The Holy Qur’an enjoins on both parties to keep 
their gaze low. In Surah Noor, Ruku 4 Allah first comrLdTmen ? 


iUi ^ ^4 ^ TV, -J 

Ch ^ I 01 


enjoin the believing men to 
p eu gaze low and guard their private parts. This is a 

ZZLer^lo ^ /OT A “ ah ^ Pledge of 


Next Allah addressed women: 
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^ Messenger.0. enjoin the believing women to 
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keep their gaze low and safeguard their private parts. The opponents 

clear L Jha thec^ 6 ^ 7 'Vf 10 ™ m eamng of these verses. It is 
clear that the command of lowering the gaze does not imply a 
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prohibition to look at the trees, stones, walls and household goods. 
This order has been issued that undue gazing around endangers the 
security of private parts of the body. 

That is why the order of safeguarding private parts has been 
given simultaneously with the order of lowering the gaze. For sexual 
and visual pleasure the husband and wife are restricted to each other. 
Familiar men and women can gaze on each other within certain 
bounds. They are not allowed to look at each other with sexual 
desire. Even familiar relations are forbidden to see every part of each 
other’s body. The details, Allah willing, shall be given in the ensuing 
pages. 

Hazrat Jarir b. Abdullah^ submitted: “O Messenger of 
Allahl^ if the eye falls suddenly upon an unfamiliar person, what is 
the order about it?” The Messenger of Allahi^ said: “Turn your gaze 
away at once.” (Muslim) 

Once addressing Hazrat Ali*^& the Messenger of Allahi^i 
observed: ‘Do not prolong your first gaze. You incur no sin for the 
first gaze (because it was involuntary), but the second gaze is not 
lawful for you. (This will be punished for it is voluntary).’ 

, (Mishkaat ul Masabih) 

The implication is that if your gaze falls involuntarily on an 
unfamiliar person,* turn it away at once. If you did not turn it away, 
but prolonged it, then it will amount to two gazes and the second 
gaze will be taken as voluntary, which is clearly liable to 
punishment. In the absence of veil many a lascivious eye is cast on 
each other. 

Man and women, both are guilty of this sin. If eyes are 
safeguarded, the private parts will also remain safe. Allah has 
declared casting a lascivious eye as equal to committing adultery. 
We shall deal with this subject further on. Allah willing! 

t 

Some ignorant people hold that the words of the holy verse uyi 
l —exempts face and hands from the order of veil. The 
implication is that women can keep face and hands open to view. 
Little do they know the interpretations of this verse by various 
commentators. 
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Interpretation of ^ l*1ll 

Hazrat Abdullah b. Masud^fe stated that it means Yesab and 
Jalbab, that is, upper garments worn for concealment over the dress. 
Quoting from Baidawi, the author of ‘Tafsir Mazhari’ writes: ‘This 
exception is applicable during Namaz’. Face and hands up to wrists 
may be kept open during Namaz. But there is no mention in ^ U 
^ of opening any part of the body to the view of an unfamiliar 
person. Furthermore, the author of ‘Tafsir Mazhari’, writes: “If L. 

^ implies the allowance to expose beauty, it is an exception 

allowed in cases of compulsion where a part of the body is exposed 

involuntarily. Again he writes that the free woman is permitted as an 
exceptional case to keep her face and hands exposed during Namaz 
only, because the command of the Lord ^ 'JS4 clearly 

shows that a woman cannot expose her face'fo an unfamiliar male. 

Explaining the meaning of l, Hazrat Abdullah b. 

Omar^ stated that is, a woman can keep her face and 

the palms of her two hands open. If we admit the validity of this 
Hadecs, even then it does not follow that a woman is allowed to 
expose any part of her body to an unfamiliar male. Those who argue 
on the basis of this exception that a woman is permitted to go about 
with her face open, are in the wrong. The words of the text allow a 
woman to expose her face so that she may be relieved of the 
inconvenience of concealing these parts like the other limbs of the 
body. There is no mention here of the justification or non¬ 
justification of exposure before unfamiliar persons. The words of the 
verse are and not L.yi which makes it absolutely 

clear that Allah has not allowed women to expose their faces to 
unfamiliar men intentionally or voluntarily. 

The imperative verb here makes it clear that if a woman 
exposes her face during Namaz or household work or under any 
compulsion, it is not lawful for an unfamiliar man to stare at her 
face, for in the preceding verse men are strictly commanded to keep 
their gaze low. Later the orders relating to women have been given. 
The command to men to lower their gaze proves that they are 
prohibited to look at women in the bazars and thoroughfares as also 
to cast an intentional or voluntary glance at women who are engaged 


BOOK OF DRESS / VEIL 


59 


in their business with open face or are for any reason constrained to 
cast off the veil. 

We have elaborated the discussion of the above-mentioned 
verse of Surah Noor so that those who demand proof of veil and 
rules of veil from the Qur’an may realise their error. In the above- 
mentioned verse first of all the order of keeping the gaze lower has 
been given. Then women have been commanded to conceal their 
beauty and draw the veil over prescribed parts of their bodies. It is 
the height of folly to establish from this verse that women should 
expose their faces before unfamiliar men who should look at them 
freely. 


The women are commanded to stay inside the home 

Surah Al-Ahzab says: 

J j2]\j /jM .si'ft 01. & iLcJI ^jA 
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“Wives of the Messenger of Allah you are not like the 
other women. If you are Allah-fearing, do not talk in a soft 
voice lest the man of the diseased heart should cherish 
false hopes from you, but. speak in an unaffected manner. 
Stay in your houses, and do not go about displaying your 
fineries as women used to do in the days of ignorance. 
Establish the Salat, pay the Zakat, and obey Allah and His 
Messenger. " 


The first command given in these verses is that if the women 
are constrained by some need to speak to an unfamiliar male, they 
should not adopt a delicate and attractive tone. Just as the manner 
and pace of walking impresses the heart, the delicate and soft tone 
also captivates the heart. There is a natural softness in the voice and 
tone of a woman. It behoves women of pure souls that while talking 
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to unfamiliar males they should adopt a dignified and cold tone and 
manner so that a man who has a disease in his heart may not incline 
towards them. 

The second order issued by Allah in these verses is: Stay in 
your homes. This shows that home is the best place for women to 
stay day and night. They arc however, allowed to go out to meet 
lawful needs by % observing all regulations regarding the veil. In the 
context of the verse it is quite plain that it is not proper for the 
woman to venture out of her home needlessly even under the veil. As 
far as possible even the dress of a woman should be concealed from 
the gaze of an unfamiliar male. 

A Custom of the period of Ignorance 


The third command given in these verses is: Do not move about 
according to ignorant customs of the old times. The implication of 
the ignorance of the old times is those customs which prevailed in 
Arab Society before the advent of Muhammad^ as Messenger. The 
women at that time used to go about in the bazars, fairs and streets 
unveiled without any sense of modesty or propriety. They ventured 
out fully bedecked. They wore a scarf on the head or round a neck, 
but did not conceal their bosoms, ears or faces with it. They went 
about freely wherever they willed. They entered the crowd of men in 
utter disregard of whether they met a familiar male or an unfamiliar 
one. This was the custom of the early period of ignorance and such 
was its society. These customs and this kind of society have become 
prevalent among modem women who profess allegiance to Islam. 
The new scholars and interpreters of Islam by calling upon people to 
break the law of the veil are desirous of promoting the same 
ignorance of the earlier period for the elimination of which the Holy 
Qur’an was revealed. 

Surah Ahzab says: 
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"And when you ask them for something, do so from the 
outside of the curtain. " 


At this stage some people raise the question that the above- 
mentioned verses are addressed to the Mothers of the Faithful ^ 
iu i, why do you apply them to Muslim women generally? 

This absurd question arises out of an inadequate knowledge of 
the Shariat of Islam. Had they been familiar with the spirit of the 
Qur’an, had they known that though the address of the Qur’an was 
directed to particular individuals it was of universal application, they 
would not have raised this question. The illustrious Companions, the 
right-guided Caliphs, the leading interpreters 44^ &' and the 
learned people of the earlier generations always understood and 
proclaimed that though these verses are addressed to the illustrious 
wives of the Messenger of AllahS, yet they are of general 
application to all Muslim women. The consensus of the Ummat and 
the Ahadees of the Messenger of Allah0 (may 

peace be on all the reporters of these traditions) establish the fact that 
the order of these verses is general for all mothers, sisters and 
daughters of the Ummat. 

Even a thick-headed man (provided he has fear of Allah in him) 
is bound to conclude that if the illustrious wives of the Messenger of 
AllahS, called the Mothers of the Faithful ^'4'' have been 

commanded to stay at home and not to venture out according to the 
custom of the ignorant period, how can it be regarded proper for 
other women of the Ummat to go out without a veil? 

When even those holy women were commanded to stay at home 
f) whose dignity and sanctity prevented men to gaze on 
them, how can those women be permitted to go out according to the 
custom of the ignorant period at whom men intentionally cast 
glances and who themselves are inclined to attract the attention of 
men? 

Can anyone conceive that the Qur’an can allow millions of 
Muslim women with the exception of a few women of the 
Messenger’s of AllahS family, to venture out of their homes 
according to the custom of the ignorant period? 

The object of the orders given in the above-mentioned verses is 
to eliminate the means of mischief and it is quite clear that women 
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other than the Messenger’s of Allah# family need to be protected 
more from mischief. In view of this is it not sheer ignorance to 
exempt common women from these rules? 

GENERAL COMMAND OF VEIL 

Surah Ahzab also says: 


u~^ s ' O^ j i-U-jjU °ji CfrfL 
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O Messenger of Allahenjoin your wives and daughters 
and the women of the believers that they should let down 
over their faces a part of their outer-garments. ” 


This verse establishes the following points: 


Firstly, Muslim women in general have been joined with the 
wives and daughters of the Messenger of Allah# in the order to veil 
their full body including the face. This point refutes the absurd view 

of those who allege that the order of veiling was particularly meant 

for the illustrious wives i ^ of the Messenger of Allah# 

only. 

The second point established by this verse is that women are 
commanded to let an outer-garment fall over their faces. This strikes 
down the claims of those ignorant modernists who allege that Islam 

does not enjoin women to conceal their faces while going out of their 
homes. 


Explaining this verse the author of “Tafsir Ibn e Kaseer” has 
reproduced a statement of Abdullah b. Abbas^i which runs: 
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Allah Almighty has enjoined the believing women that 
when they are constrained to go out of their homes they 
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should cover their faces with the sheets which they wear 
over their heads and expose only one eye in order to see 
their way. ” 

The third point established by this verse is that Allah has 
commanded the use of l Jalbab ’ for the purpose of veiling. In Arabic 
•Jalbab ’ means a large sheet which the women wear over their dress 
while going out of their homes. In the above-quoted verse the Holy 
Qur’an Commands that just as women wear ‘ Jalbab ’ over then- 
dress, they should let a part of if fall over their faces also. The 
custom of wearing this outer-garment is still prevalent among 
women of certain regions. The * Burqa is an advanced form of this 
1 Jalbab'. To allege that ‘ Burqa' has no place in the Shariat of Islam 
is sheer ignorance. The need for 'Burqa' is established by the text 

^ > > 

Some ignorant people argue that this order was issued to meet 
an emergency. The hypocrites worked mischiefs at that time. When 
the hypocrites were suppressed and the danger from that quarter was 
eliminated, this order should stand annulled. The answer to this 
argument is as follows: 

This order was revealed to stop evil and mischief. In this age 
when evil and mischief have increased manifold, the enemies of 
chastity and purity have multiplied. Their souls are corrupt and eyes . 
lascivious. Their satanic souls induce them to cast their lewd eyes 
upon women and molest them. So this order assumes even greater 
importance today. Whatever the context of the revelation, its order is 
imperative and eternal. 




* • ^ ' 


Repudiation of a misconception 

Some people advance the view that Islam has enjoined the veil, 
but this does not include veiling the face. These foolish people fail to 
comprehend that if there is no order of veiling the face, why have 
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men and women been enjoined to lower their gaze? (This order is 
clearly given in Surah Noor). 

Actually it is the face which holds the attraction and face alone 
.s the aggregate of beauty. The verse ^ ^ ** of Surah 

Ahzab clearly reveals the order of covering the face. Some people 
have been deceived by the rule relating to Namaz (the prayer). For 
the purposes of Namaz it is enjoined upon the woman to cover her 
whole body save face, hands up to the wrist, feet up to the ankles in 
such a way that her hair and skin are perfectly concealed. If the face 
remains exposed during Namaz, the Namaz would be valid. 

This rule has been incorporated in books of Fiqh as part of the 
conditions of Namaz, and not under the topic of the veil. To derive 
the justification for exposing the face to an unfamiliar male from the 
mle of keeping the face unveiled during the Namaz is the height of 
dishonesty. May Allah shower a thousand blessings upon the Fuqha 
(the Jurists)! These pure-souls personages had already perceived the 
danger—that the evil-minded people would argue the unveiling of 

Namaz ^ 0rC Unfam ' har males ° n **“ anal °gy of unveiling the face in 

In Durr-e-Mukhtar’ where in connection with the conditions of 
Namaz it is written that covering of face, palms and feet is not an 

essential condition for the validity of Namaz, it is also written that a 
young woman shall be forbidden to open her face before an 
unfamiliar male. The reason for this prohibition is not that the face is 
included among the parts which must be covered during Namaz, but 
because there is a danger of evil in exposing the face to an 
unfamiliar male. (p m /; 

Explaining the conditions of Namaz Shaikh Ibn-i-Hamam 
writes in Zad-ul-Faqir’: “The Books of Fatawa say that exposure of 
the part above the ears (that is, the hair and head) will vitiate the 
Namaz and there is the same order for exposing the part above or 
bdow the ears to the unfamiliar males, that is seeing the face by 

them. This order is that it is unlawful to expose the face to an 
unfamiliar male. 
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There are many people who offer Namaz, regard themselves as 
religious and believe in the veil. These people are impressed by 
atheistic, irreligious people. To seduce from the right path those who 
have some regard for Islam, Satan has devised a new stratagem. He 
declares every order which the heart hesitate? to accept as the 
invention of the Moulvis. So those who believe in this canard of 
Satan fall into the deception that they have neither repudiated Islam 
nor disbelieved in the Qur’an but have refuted a wrong decree of the 
Moulvi. Would that these people realise their obligation as a 
believer, assess the private and public conduct of the righteous 
Ulema (scholars) by having a social intercourse with them, and 
satisfy their hearts by learning the arguments on which their verdicts 
are based. The righteous scholars do not trust upon the Ummat their 
self-made orders, nor have they any right to do so. The fact of the 
matter is that since the venerable scholars are well-versed in the 
interpretations of the Qur’an and the Hadees (traditions), the rules of 
Sharia, the scope of religion and the allowances it makes, and the 
prohibitions and permissions of Sharia, so by writing and speech 
they continue to inform the Ummat about the bounds and 
restrictions, rules and regulations of Sharia. The Quack Ulema 
(scholars), products of modem schools and colleges, do not possess 
complete knowledge of Shariat so they dismiss the facts and 
unanimously accepted rules of Sharia as inventions of the Moulvi. 
The irony is that when they do not want to act upon a rule, they call 
it a fabrication of the Moulvi and set it aside. They act upon the rules 
of Namaz and fasting which have been taught to them by the 
Moulvis, but since they wish to act upon these rules, they believe 
them to be authentic. Such perverse conduct and excuses will not 
avail when they are arraigned on the plain of Doom. 


VEIL IN THE TIME OF THE 
MESSENGER OF ALLAH S 
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Hazrat Anas<& narrated that “the Chief of the World M 
halted for three days between Khyber and Madina and on 
all the three days he passed the night with Hazrat 
Saffia L — Ji t J — -j,j (Walima. the feast after the 
consummation of marriage) was held in the Jungle). No 
meat or bread was sewed in the Wa/ima feast (there were 
various food items instead). 

The Messenger of AllahJfjS ordered the spreading of 
leather mats on which dates, cheese and clarified butter 
were placed. I fetched the people and they partook of the 
Walima feast. (In the whole army there were people who 
did not get the news of Nikah (marriage). They wondered 
whether the Messenger of Allah.& had married Hazrat 
Saffia L-X 1 or made her a bondmaid. They 

concluded that if the Messenger of Allah kept her under 
the veil, they would know that she was his wife, the Mother 
of the faithful, and if not, she would be his bondmaid. 

So at the time of departure the Messenger of Allah 0 made 
a seat for her behind him and after mounting her drew a 
veil between her and the people. On seeing this everyone 
understood (that she was the Mother of Faithful) ”. 

(Bukhari, p. 775, Vol.-2) ■ 


Explanation: 

In 7 A.H. the Messenger of Allah^£ went on an expedition to 
Khyber, which was the stronghold of the Jews. (Among these Jews 
was Haie b. Akhtab, the father of Saffia 1 Her husband 

was slain in this battle. Hazrat Saffia X* 1 X s j was among the 
prisoners of war who were collected at the end of the battle. The 
Messenger of Allah$£ freed her and contracted marriage with her. 

The illustrious Companions ‘XX 1 Is-Xj finely believed that 
Hara, that is a free woman must observe the veil. So they concluded 
on their own that if the Messenger of Allahi^ kept her under the veil 
they would infer that she was his wife and if not she would be his 
bond-maid. When on the eve of departure the Messenger of Allahi£f£ 
drew a veil between her and the people, everyone understood that 
she was not his bond-maid, but his wife. 

If veil had not been in vogue at that time, this idea would not 
have occurred to the illustrious Companions ‘XX & \ of the 

Messenger of Allahi^k. In the above-mentioned episode bond-maid 
means a Sharii bond-maid. The Amir-ul-Mominin (Leader of the 
Faithful) used to distribute the women prisoners of war among the 
Mujahideen (soldiers of Allah). These women then became the 
Sharii bond-maids of their masters. 

Ever since the Muslims have stopped waging Jihad (Holy War) 
slaves and bond-maids have disappeared from the Muslim 
community. The women servants who work in affluent homes these 
days are not slave-girls. So they should observe the veil in the same 
way as every free woman does. Similarly boys serving in wealthy 
homes, when they grow to adulthood, become unfamiliar men from 
whom women of the house must conceal themselves. What a shame 
that daughters and daughters-in-law come before men servants 
without veil and do not consider it a sin or vice in the least. 

Marriage and Walima during the Journey 

The episode given in the above-mentioned tradition is 
instructive for us in another respect also. The Messenger of Allah^ 
contracted marriage during the journey and nuptial night was also 
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passed and the Walima was held during the same journey. The 
people have set up many complicated customs of marriage. These 
customs delay marriages. It is because of these customs that people 
incur heavy debts. Relatives from far and near are collected. They 
arrive after meeting enormous cost of travelling. Ceremonies 
devised by women are meticulously carried out. The houses are 
renovated, painted and decorated. Large number of expensive suits 
and ornaments are made for the bride and the bridegroom. These and 
many other rites and conditions are attached to marriage which have 
become a tortuous burden for the families. • 

Many people regard these customs as a calamity, yet they have 
so enmeshed themselves in the net of customs spread by women that 
they consider it no less than a vice to celebrate marriage in the 
simple mode prescribed by Shariat. May Allah vouchsafe guidance 
to them! 

Another notable point in this Hadees is that the Walima feast 
given by the Messenger of Allah# on this occasion did not offer 
bread and meat dishes. Instead cheese and'some other items were 
served to the guests. This shows that Walima feast can be held even 
without slaughtering sheep and preparing expensive food and that 
even a poor man can follow the precedent of holding Walima 
without incurring heavy expenses. A simple Walima feast would 
bring no such fame to the host as is coveted by Muslims in modem 
times. However, the host will have the satisfaction of having acted 
upon the Sunnat (precedent) of the Prophet#. 


VEIL DURING CALAMITY 
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Hazrat Qais b. Shammaas*& narrated: ‘A Companion 
woman Umm e Khallad -3 1 by name came to the 
presence of Allah’s Messenger .# to seek information 
about Her son, who had attained martyrdom in some battle. 
She had drawn a veil over her face when she came into the 
presence. A Companion^ said to her: ’You have come to 
seek information about your son and you have drawn a 
veil over your face? ’ Umm e Khallad At t replied: 

‘A calamity has fallen upon me in the death of my son. I 
don’t want to bring another calamity upon myself by 
giving away my modesty, (that is, immodesty is as much 
calamitous as the death of a son), o Umm e Khallad’s ^ 
t jif- -JJ / enquiry the Messenger of Allah replied: ‘There 

is the reward of two martyrs for your son.” How so? O 
Messenger of Allahshe asked, he Messenger of 
Allah Si said: “For this that he was slain by the people of 
the Book. ” (Abu Daud, p. 336, Vol-I) 


Explanation: 

This Hadees also refutes the standpoint of those westernised 
scholars who exempt from the order of veil. It also proves that 
observance of the veil is obligatory under all circumstances. Joy or 
sorrow, it is forbidden to come before an unfamiliar male without a 
veil. There are many men and women who behave as if in times of 
calamity they are exempt from all laws of Shariat. If there is a 
funeral in the house the women wail loudly knowing full well that 
wailing is prohibited. When the body is carried out of the house the 
women follow it out of doors in utter disregard of the rules of the 
veil. Remember well whether you are in a state of anger or peace, 
joy or misery, it is incumbent on you to abide by the laws of Shariat. 
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VEIL DURING TREATMENT 
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Hazrat Jabir narrated that Umm ul Montineen (Mother 
of the Faithful) Umm e Salma asked the permission of the 
Messenger of Allahdjfrfor getting the treatment of cupping. 
The Messenger of Allah ordered Abu Tayyabba *$£> to 
a PPh' the cup to Umm e Sa!ma*£i. After narrating this 
tradition Jabirobserved that Abu Tayyabba was asked 
to apply the cup because in his opinion he was either the 
foster brother of Hazrat Umm e Salma or a minor 
boy. " 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 268. with reference to Muslim) 

Explanation: 


This tradition shows that observance of veil is necessary even 
in the case of medical treatment of a woman. If there was no harm in 
appearing before the physician without veil Hazrat Jabir^ had no 
need to tell that Abu Tayyabba was the foster brother of Hazrat 
Umm e Salma or was a minor boy. The situation in our times is 
strange. Even in those homes where veil is strictly observed, this 
rule is disregarded at the time of seeking medical treatment. The 
above-mentioned tradition shows that a familiar pi. /sician should be 
preferred for the treatment of a female patient, failing which 
treatment may be sought from an unfamiliar doctor. 

UNVEILING FOR TREATMENT 


It is essential to understand an important rule of Shariat i.e., 
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It means that the physician can see only that part of the body as is 
absolutely necessary for him to examine. For instance if for the 
purposes of treatment if is enough to feel the pulse or listen to the 
complaint of the patient, it is forbidden to touch or observe any other 
part of the female body. Similarly if there is a wound on the arm or 
calf of the woman, the physician can examine only the spot of the 
wound and no more. Similarly if eye, nose or teeth have to be 
examined, it is not lawful to expose the whole face to the physician. 

The physician can examine only that portion of the body which 
is absolutely necessary for him to examine for the purposes of 
treatment. The same applies to the physician who is familiar to the 
woman. It is not lawful for even a familiar male to sec the whole 
body of the woman. The woman is forbidden to unveil her abdomen, 
back or loin to a familiar male. So if there is a wound on the 
abdomen or back the doctor, whether familiar or unfamiliar, can only 
see the area of the wound. To see or to let him see more than this is a 
sin. A better mode in this case would be as follows: The woman 
should put on an old dress and tear it off only as much as to expose 
the area of the wound, so that the physician may not see the whole of 
the abdomen or back. Since it is unlawful for a woman to expose her 
body from the navel to the knees even to another woman, so if a 
wound on the loin or back has to be shown to a lady doctor the same 
mode would be followed as in the case of a male doctor above. 
Furthermore only the doctor can see the affected part of the body and 
not the relatives or other attendants of the patient. However, if there 
is any among them who is permitted by Shariat to look at that part of 
the female patient’s body, he can do so. For instance if the female 
has a wound on her calf, her father and real brother can also look at 
alongwith the physician without incurring any sin because as a rule it 
is permitted to open the calf to the view of a familiar male. 

Merit: The principles discussed above equally apply to the case of a 
male patient. It is unlawful for a male to expose his body from the 
navel to the knee to another male. If a man has a wound on the loin 
or in the back or has to get an injection on the hip, only the doctor 
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and no one else can see the part of the body which is absolutely 
necessary for him to see. 

Rule: If a pregnant woman needs the services of a midwife to 
massage her abdomen, it is not lawful to expose to her view the part 
below the navel. The woman should cover her body with a sheet. It 
is not right to show any part of the body needlessly even to the 
midwife. 

Carelessness at the time of Delivery 

At the time of delivery the midwife or the nurse need see only 
the part from which delivery takes place. To see more than that is 
unlawful. All the women attendants, including mother and sister, are 
forbidden to see the body of the woman undergoing the labour, for it 
is quite unnecessary for them to do so. It is unlawful to undress the 
woman completely and expose her to the view of all the attendants. 

Rule: It is unlawful to expose the head before a non-Muslim 
midwife or nurse, for before them a Muslim woman is permitted 
only to unveil her face, hands up to the wrists and feet below the 
ankles. More than this it is forbidden to expose even a single hair. 
This rule is equally applicable in the case of a non-Muslim 
sweepress, laundress, nurse and lady doctor. 

Some modem educated people call in a male doctor instead of 
the midwife. When it is forbidden even for a woman to cast a look 
needlessly on the private parts of another woman, how can it be 
lawful for a member of the opposite sex. Moreover, the farther 
removed is the degree of familiarity in the opposite sex, the severer 
is the prohibition. The nearest to the Muslim woman in the same sex 
is another Muslim woman. So preference will‘be given to a Muslim 
midwife or nurse over a non-Muslim midwife or nurse. If a male 
doctor is required, a Muslim doctor will be preferred to a non- 
Muslim doctor. To give precedence to a non-Muslim doctor is the 
height of immodesty, sin and a needless imitation of the example of 
others. Moreover, it cannot be accepted that the attendance of doctor 
or nurse is necessary at the time of delivery. Deliveries took place 
even before the advent of modem doctors and nurses. Even today in 


families where a sense of self-respect and honour survives, the 
midwives are called in who handle deliveries according to the 
Islamic rules of the veil. 


Warning: 

Some women engage the bangle-seller to put the bangles on 
their wrists. This involves giving a female hand into the hand of an 
unfamiliar male. This is a grave sin. There is after all no compulsion 
to do so. So it is essential to abstain from this practice. 


VEIL BEFORE MALE IN-LAWS 
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Hazrat Uqba b. Aamir& narrated that "The Messenger of 
AllahM instructed: ‘Do not go near unfamiliar women A 
man enquired: O Messenger of Allah 7^ what is the order 
about the male in-laws of a woman?' he Messenger of 
A Halt ^ replied: ‘ The in-laws are death. " 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p.268, with reference to Bukhari 

and Muslim) 

Explanation: 

The most noteworthy point in this tradition is that the 
Messenger of AllahiS* has compared the male in-laws to death which 
implies that a woman should observe strict veil from the elder and 
younger brothers of her husband and the husbands of her husband s 
sisters and so on. As a rule it is obligatory to observe the veil from 
all unfamiliar males, but it is as necessary to avoid exposure to in¬ 
laws as it is to save one’s-self from death. The reason is that the male 
in-laws have a free entry into the house and elder and younger 
brothers of the husband and husbands of the husband’s sister visit 
the home without let or hindrance. 
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Members of the family mix up easily and often indulge in fun 
and pleasantries. The husband considers these men as close relations 
and deems it improper to restrain their activities in his home. So 
when there is familiarity and free and frequent mixing up in the 
absence of the husband many untoward incidents arc likely to 
happen. A neighbour cannot seduce or abduct a woman so easily as 
can the younger or elder brothers of her husband. 


It is in view of this situation that the Messenger of Allah# has 
strictly enjoined to avoid the company of male in-law and to observe 
the veil in their presence. By comparing them to death the 
Messenger of Allah# has impressed upon the women to save 
herself from her male in-laws as she would save herself from the 
prospect of death. The men are also ordered to avoid mixing up with 
their female in-laws and refrain from casting glances on them. 

Ji-ijvj 
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Some women bring up a younger brother of their husband from 
his early age. When he grows to adulthood, these women consider it 
improper to observe the veil from him. When they arc reminded of 
the rule that this man stands in the category of their unfamiliar 
males, they retort that they have reared him from childhood and have 

looked after him day and night, hoW can they observe the veil from 
him? 


It is the highest degree of sin to commit a sin and then to justify 
it in the face of Shariat. The Messenger of Allah # calls the younger 
brother of the husband death and the ignorant women consider it 
necessary to come before him! What sort of Islam is it? 

Warning: 

Veil is an obligation owed to Shariat, not to the husband. Many 
women believe that it is their duty to follow the order of their 
husband in the matter of observing the veil. If he asks them to 
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observe the veil in the presence of a male, they will do so and if he 
does not ask them to do so, they will not observe the veil from him. 
This is an absolute fallacy. A sin is not transformed into a virtue by 
order of the husband. Do understand this point very clearly. 

VEIL FROM A BLIND MAN 
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Hazrat Unun ul Momineen (Mother of the Faithful) Hazrat 
Unun e Sal/na ifj. *£ l j reported : ‘Hazrat Maimoona 
i Jj i and I were with the Messenger of Allah## 
when suddenly Hazrat Abdullah b. Unun e Maktum^b 
appeared in front of us and sought to approach Allah’s 
Messenger #. Since Abdullah was a blind man we made no 
attempt to observe the veil from him and kept our seats. 

The Messenger of Allah## said to us ‘observe veil from 
him’. 1 submitted: “O Messenger of Allah # isn’t he blind? 

He is not seeing us." Allah’s Messenger## replied: “Are 
you two also blind? Aren ‘t you seeing him? 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih. p. 269, with reference to Ahmed, 

Tirmizi and Abu Daud) 

Explanation: 

This tradition shows that as far as possible the women should 
not cast a look at men. Abdullah^ was blind. He was a virtuous 
companion. Similarly both the illustrious wives of the Messenger of 
Allah# were chaste and pure. Despite all this he# ordered his two 
wives to observe the veil from Ha/.rat Abdullah^ that is to avoid 
looking at him. 
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Look! Where there was not the slightest danger of gazing with 
evil intentions, even. So much severity was exercised there. How can 
then modem women be permitted to gaze at men. It is another matter 
however if a woman’s eye by chance falls on the wayfarers while 
she is going on her way. But it is unlawful for her to look at men 
voluntarily. The verse of Surah Noor has been quoted above which 
enjoins men and women to lower their gaze. 

This also proves the unlawful nature of the evil custom of 
marriage according to which on the eve of his departure with the 
bride the bridegroom is summoned to an assembly of women inside 

the house and is offered gifts of money. All the female members of 
the family, female wedding guests and neighbouring women gaze at 
the bridegroom. The sisters-in-law make him a butt of various jokes. 
They hide his shoe or smear lime on his face. The entry of an 
unfamiliar youth in full bloom dressed in the best garments in an 
assembly of women is improper in every respect, especially when 
the main purpose of the women is to gaze at the bridegroom. When 
the assembly of homage disperses the women unashamedly pass 
comments on the physical features of the bridegroom. 


CASTING LASCIVIOUS GLANCES 
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Hass an Basri observed: “A Hadees has come 

down to me that the Messenger of Allah M informed: May 
the curse of Allah fall upon whom who gazes and also 
upon the person who is gazed upon. " 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 270, with reference to Baihaqi) 

Explanation: 

This Hadees is compact in nature and the general rule 
prescribed in it is that every unlawful gaze is curseable. Not only 
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he/she is cursed who casts a lascivious glance but he/she is also 
cursed who deliberately and wilfully stands at a place to be gazed 
upon him/her unlawfully. Moreover, whoso exposes forbidden parts 
of his/her body before others, is also liable to be cursed. 

To elaborate it further, if a woman visits the bazar fair or park • 
without observing the veil and the unfamiliar men gaze at her, both 
the men and that woman have incurred a curse. Similarly if a woman 
looks out of her door, window or veranda, she invites a curse tor the 
offence of casting lascivious glances. Likewise in a wedding when 
the bridegroom enters the assembly of women to receive gifts of 
money, he gives an opportunity to women to look at him. So the 
bridegroom for the offence of attending the company of women and 
the women for the offence of looking at the man, both arc accursed. 

If a woman exposes to another woman that part of her body which 

lies between the navel and the knees, she and the looker-on, both 
incur a curse. 

Similarly if a man unveils to another man that part of his body 
which lies between the navel and the knees, the exposer as well as 
the observer stand accursed. In many Westernised homes women 
ape the manners of English women. They put on a frock and 
knickers and roam about the house exposing their loins and knees to 
the view of the men including male servants (whose presence in the 
house is otherwise unlawful). In this way these women and all male 
members of the household invite a curse upon themselves. 


TO BE ALONE WITH UNFAMILIAR MEN 
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Hazrat Omar-^h reported that the Messenger of Allah 0 
warned: When a man is alone with a woman, a third one 
is always present with them and he is Satan. 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 269, with reference to Tirmizi) 
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Explanation: 


It is well-known that Satan is the prime mover of sin whenever 
a man is alone with an unfamiliar woman, Satan will be a third 
member of their company, who will arouse their desire for the evil 
act. That is the reason why the Messenger of AllahS strictly forbade 
men and women to stay alone with unfamiliar member of the 
opposite sex. A strict adherence to this prohibition is absolutely 
necessary. Be it a teacher, a mentor, a cousin, a woman should avoid 
being alone with all of them. Similarly men should refrain from 
staying alone with unfamiliar women. Mixing up of unfamiliar men 
and women is a grave sin. 
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Hazrat Jabir^> reported: “The Messenger of Allah Mi 
advised: ‘Be Warned. No man should pass the night with a 
woman who has no husband save the man who has either 
married her or stands in a familiar degree to her. ” 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 268, with reference to Muslim) 


Explanation: 

This Hadecs strictly prohibits a man to stay the night with any 
woman except his wife or a woman who stands in a familiar degree 
to him. This prohibition is based on a very far-sighted consideration. 
There is great expediency and wisdom behind it. There is a general 
prohibition of unfamiliar men and women staying alone at any hour 
but it is especially prohibited for them to stay the night together 
because in the still darkness of the night the commission of a sin 
becomes easy. This prohibition extends to all unfamiliar males such 
as the younger and elder brother of the husband, the husband of the 

husband s sister, cousins on the paternal and maternal side. 
Generally the women see them alone without observing any veil 
during night or day. 
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The Shariat severely forbids this practice. Men and women are 
equally forbidden to stay the night alone with an unfamiliar member 
of the opposite sex. The Hadith particularly addresses the man 
because he is stronger and a woman is unable to desist him when 
they are alone. So the address is directed to the male that he should 
not stay the night with an unfamiliar woman. If a man transgresses 
this order, it is obligatory upon the woman to go away and leave the 
man alone. 

The words of the Hadees are •~ r ~) CM ^ 

._ ‘Sayyab’ denotes a widow or a woman who has no husband. 
So it includes besides the widow, the unmarried women and the 
divorcees. 

In his commentary on Sahih Muslim, Allama Nawavi 1 
*-±e- writes: “The ‘Sayyab’ has been specially mentioned because 
considering the widow a defenceless woman the suitors or intending 
seducers often visit her and dare not go to an unmarried woman 
because she herself protects her and her family too keeps guard over 
her.’ Proceeding Allama writes: ‘When an unfamiliar male is 
prohibited to stay the night with a‘Sayyab’, the prohibition to pass 
the night with an unmarried woman gains greater force.” 

EXTENT OF VEIL 
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Hazrat Abu Saeed*4& reported: 'The Messenger of Allah 
advised: 'No man should observe the private parts of 
another man, nor should a woman see the private parts of 
another woman, nor should two naked men lie under one 
sheet, nor should two naked women lie under one sheet. " 
(Mishkaat ul Masabih. p. 268, with reference to Muslim) 
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Explanation: 

This Hadces reveals that just as a woman must veil herself from 
man, so the woman should also veil herself from another woman and 
a man must veil himself from another man. There is, however, 
certain details of this rule. It is not lawful for a man to gaze at those 
parts of the body of another man which lie between the navel and the 
knee. There are many close friends who freely show their private 
parts to each other. This is unlawful. Similarly a woman is forbidden 
to open to another woman those parts of her body which lie between 
the navel and the knees. Similarly it is unlawful for a Muslim woman 
to expose to a non-Muslim woman any part of her body or even her 
hair except the face, hands upto the wrist and feet upto the ankle 
only. A few days after delivery when the new mother is bathed, all 
women of the house bathe her naked body gazing at her loins and 
genitals. This is the height of obscenity and it is forbidden. 

Rule: That part of the body which it is unlawful to see is also 
unlawful to touch, even by putting the hand under the clothes. For 
instance, no man is permitted to touch that part of another man’s 
body which lies between the navel and the knees. Similarly it is not 
lawful for a woman to touch that part of another woman which lies 
between the navel and the knees. It is for this reason that the above 
tradition forbids two men to lie naked under one sheet and the same 
prohibition applies to women. No two women should lie naked under 
one sheet. 


DESCRIBING ANOTHER WOMAN 
BEFORE HUSBAND 
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HazratAbdullah b. Masud^^k reported: ‘The Messenger of 
AllahJ& advised: ‘A woman after meeting another woman 
should not describe to her husband that woman's full 
condition (i. e., features, beauty and grace etc.) in such 


BOOK OF DRESS / VEIL 


81 


a way as to enable him to picture the woman in his 
imagination 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 268, with reference to Bukhari 

and Muslim) 

Explanation: 

The implication is that a wife can mention another woman to 
her husband but not in such terms that he should begin to visualise 
the beauty and grace of her physical features. To do so is a kind of 
exposure. Just as by seeing a woman one may be drawn to her, so by 
just hearing an account of her beauty a desire may arise in a man’s 
heart to sec her. That is why a wife is forbidden to describe the 
charms of another woman to her husband. There is every likelihood 
of the wife who indulges in this practice to suffer harm. What would 
she do, if her husband went after marrying that woman? Wouldn’t 
she repent? 

SHAKE HAND 
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Hazrat Umaima*& narrated: Some women and I went to 
the presence of the Messenger of Allah ft# for the purpose 
of taking oath of allegiance to Islam. The women 
submitted: "O Messenger of Allahwe take oath of 
allegiance on the following conditions: we shall not set up 
partners with Allah; we shall not steal; we shall not 
commit adultery; we shall not kill our offspring; we shall 
not carry an illegitimate child to drop him between our 
hands and feet and attribute him to our husband; we shall 
not disobey you in all virtuous acts. ' On hearing this the 
Messenger of Allah^ said: 'Say this also that 'we shall 
act according to the best of our capacity .' On hearing this, 
the women submitted: ‘Allah and His Messenger 4$ are 
more kind to us than we are to ourselves. ' Thereafter these 
women submitted: O Messenger of Allah^ (we have 
taken a verbal vow) Give us your hand so that we may 
perform the formal act of allegiance. On hearing this the 
Messenger of Allah; $5 observed: 7 do not shake hands 
with women. (Whatever I have said is obligatory upon all. 
Further, there is no need to take your formal allegiance 
individually). Whatever I have said to you collectively 
applies equally to every individual woman among you. " 

(Mouta Imam Maalik) 
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Hazrat Ayesha l+A stated that whoever among the 

believing women professed allegiance to those conditions 
(which have been mentioned in the above-quoted Hadees 
and Surah Mumtahina), to her the Messenger of Allah 
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verbally told: "I have accepted your allegiance (because 
he did not formally take the hands of women into his own 
hand in order to accept their allegiance). By Allah! The 
Messenger of Allah & never touched the hand of a woman 
while accepting her allegiance. Hcf$ used to accept the 
allegiance of women verbally. Heffc would only say: 
kZJzmjLjS 7 accept your allegiance. " 

(Bukhari, p. 726, Vol 2.) 

Explanation: 

These two Ahadecs clearly reveal that the preceptor of the 
world Muhammad, the Messenger of Allahi^ never touched the 
hand of any woman in order to accept her allegiance. Whenever a 
woman offered her allegiance, heist& would say: ‘Yes, I accept your 
allegiance.’ Whenever some women collectively offered their 
allegiance, the Messenger of Allah2& would say: ‘I do 

not shake hands with women’. 

Further he^ observed: “I say to women collectively that which 
I say to each woman individually.” The implication is that allegiance 
docs not take place formal holding of hands. Verbal profession of 
allegiance is sufficient. So when verbal allegiance suffices, there is 
no need to hold the hand of an unfamiliar woman. 

Now let us look at the vicious conduct of the so-called mentors 
and their ignorant disciples of our own day. These false pretenders to 
the office of a ‘Mentor’ freely and unashamedly enter the assemblies 
of their women disciples and hold their hands too while accepting 
their discipleship. This leads to those untoward incidents which are 
the natural consequence of the unashamed and free mixing of sexes 
without veil. Are such sinful people entitled to receive allegiance to 
Muslims as their disciples? Not at all. 

Warning: 

Men and women who stand in familiar degree to each other can 
touch those parts of each other’s body which the Shariat permits 
them to see. They can also shake hands with each other, provided 



84 


BOOK OF DRESS / VEIL 


that none of the two parties has any lustful intentions. It is not lawful 
to shake hands with an unfamiliar woman, even if there is no lustful 
intention in doing so. 

The American custom prevalent among the ruling classes and 
the Western-educated elite to take their wives to mixed functions and 
parties and let them shake hands with unfamiliar men while they 
themselves shake hands with unfamiliar women is unlawful. The 
laws of Islam are applicable to all irrespective of whether one is a 
ruler or subject, wealthy or poor, white or black, native or foreigner. 
However, it is permitted to shake hands with a woman of very 
advanced age, provided there is no trace of lustful desire and 
passions are under control. 


* + 

+ + * * * 

lit li-b y3 - v > 


“A woman of advanced age who has lost all physical 
charm is allowed to appear (before men) with face and 
hands exposed upto the wrists. But to refrain from doing 
this is better for her. " 

Surah Noor says: 
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" There is no sin for such elderly women as are past the 
age of marriage, if they lay aside their outer garments 
provided that they do not mean to display their adornment. 
Nevertheless, if they behave modestly, it would be better 
for them: for Allah hears everything and knows 
everything. " 


Although this verse allows an elderly woman to expose her face 
to unfamiliar men, it also says that to refrain from doing this is 
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better for them. Hence can there be any allowance for a woman who 
retains even a little trace of physical charm to come unveiled before 
an unfamiliar male especially when there is a permanent existing 
order of veiling her face from the unfamiliar men. 

RULES OF TAKING BATH 
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Hazrat Jabir reported that the Messenger of Allah & 
observed: ‘Whoso believes in Allah and the Last Day, it is 
obligatory upon him not to enter the bathroom without 
wearing a Tehbund (sheet of cloth wrapped round the 
waist and legs). Whoso believes in Allah and the Last Day, 
he should not let his wife enter the bathroom and w hoso 
believes in Allah and the Last Day, he should not sit down 
at the dinner mat where wine is being served around. ” 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 384, with reference to Tirmizi 

and Nisai) 


Explanation: 

The peoples who are deprived of the guidance of the Messenger 
of Allah$£ are also devoid of modesty and a sense of shame. Man’s 
self avoids the restrictions imposed by modesty and sense of shame. 
So those who do not commit themselves to the religion of Truth are 
free of the rules of modesty and a sense of shame. 

Mixed bathing of men and women without any privacy was 
customary in the ignorant civilization of antiquity and is also in 
vogue in modem civilization. In the reign of the Messenger of 
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Allah# there were bathing houses outside Hijaz where men and 
women bathed together unashamedly without observing any privacy. 
This custom was part of their way of life. 

In the first place, the Messenger of Allah# forbade mixed 
bathing of men and women in a bathing house. Later he# permitted 
men to bathe but with Tehbund wrapped around the lowcrpart of 
their bodies. (This perimission is further subject to the proviso that 
man should not look at the private parts of another man, nor gaze at 
any woman). The prohibition on women to bathe in these bathing 
houses remained in force. The reason for this is that even if a woman 
bathes in full dress, men will raise their eyes towards her. The wet 
garment clings to the body and shows each part separately. When 
men look at her in this condition they arc even more attracted 
towards her. 

A Hadees in ‘A1 Targhib wal Tarhib’ says that the Messenger of 
Allah# forbade a woman to bathe in such bathing houses even 
while wearing a tehbund, shirt and scarf. 

Forming clubs and club membership is a common custom in our 
times. Some of them are bathing and swimming clubs where men 
and women and boys and girls bathe and swim in a mixed company. 
They frequently organize swimming competitions. Men and women 
display their naked bodies. This mixing excites men and women to 
cast lascivious glances at each other and engage in flirtation. Club" 
of this type are an invention of the shameless people of Europe. Bu 
alas! Those who claim to be Muslims consider it a mcritoriou* 
achievement to obtain membership of these clubs. L . 

“From Allah we come and to Allah we return!” 

If there is a bathing club for men only, even then it is nceessarx 
that no man should look at those parts of another man’s bod> which 
li p between the navel and the knee. So it is strictly forbidden t<> 
expose or to sec these parts of men’s body during w rcstling bouts or 
football matches. Alas! Many so-called religious-minded people 
forget this prohibition during cricket or football matches and do not 
consider it in the least a vice to expose or to sec, these parts of a 
man’s body. 


The Messenger of Allah# observed a man bathing in an open 
ground. (Some parts of his body were exposed). On seeing him the 
Messenger of Allah# ascended the pulpit and after offering praise 
and thanksgiving to Allah he# said: Verily, Allah is very modest 
and approves of privacy. So when any of you takes bath, he should 
do so in privacy. (Abu Daud) 

In those countries and regions (i.e., Bengal, Assam) where 
bathing in pools is a common custom, there is a great lack of 
privacy. There is also the most pernicious custom of mixed bathing 
of men and women in the pools w'here they also wash their clothes. 
Men look at the bare head, bosom, calves, waists and abdomens of 
women, even though it is unlawful to expose or gaze at these parts of 
a woman’s body. 

There is a custom among certain nations and families that 
middle-aged women start wearing a Saree without a bodice, shirt or 
blouse. They wrap the saree haphazardly, leave half the calves naked 
and throw one end of the cloth over their heads. Their abdomen, 

waist, bosom, half of the calves and often the head also arc open to 

view. One often comes across a large number of such women during 
a railway journey through Madras, Behar, Bengal and Assam. Many 
Muslim women are also included among them. To remain naked is 
the habit of those w ho are deprived of the teaching of the Pride of 
the World Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah#. As for the 

Muslims, it is obligatory upon them to abide by every tenet of their 

religion. 

Islam docs not approve of shamelessness and non-observance 
of the veil. The rules of the veil are as applicable to old women as to 
the young. The difference is that an old woman of advanced age is 
allowed to unveil her face, palms and feet upto the ankle before an 
unfamiliar male. As for the head, waist, abdomen and the calf, even 
an old woman of an advanced age is not allowed to open them to the 
view of an unfamiliar male. 

Next to the prohibition of bathing in a bathing house the 
Messenger of Allah^k enjoined that whoso believes in Allah and the 
Last Day, he should not sit down at a dinner mat where liquor is 
being handed around. In our time just as non-observance of the veil 
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has become an essential feature of progress and Westernised 
Mujtahidcen (enlightened thinkers on religion) are moving heaven 
and earth 

ranking officials who have spent part of their life in Europe and 
America have made serving and drinking of liquor an essential 
feature ot parties and functions. They see no progress in abiding by 
the precepts of Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah#. On the other 
hand they believe that progress lies in the emulation of the shameless 
people of Europe and America. 

The Messenger of Allah# exhorted: Do not sit down at a 
dinner mat where liquor is being served: and these exponents of 
religion and wisdom do not desist from making the parties hosted in 
the name of the Islamic Republic and a religious state colourful with 
glasses of wine. 


Hazrat Abdullah b. Omar*^& reported: “The Messenger of 
Allah# warned: ‘Allah’s curse is on the drinker of liquor, and its 
manufacturer, seller, purchaser, brewer and transporter and upon the 
person to whom the transporter conveys it.” 


A Hadees runs: 


(Abu Daud/Ibn e Maja) 


"Do not drink liquor. It is the key to all evil. " 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih) 
This ‘key to all evil’ is profusely drunk and served among those 
who in worldly terms belong to the upper class. All kinds of evil 
appear among them and they do not care even to talk about avoiding 
the curse which Allah sends over them. 

A TRAVELLING WOMAN 
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Hazrat Abu Hu r air a reported: “The Messenger of 
Allah :iP stated: "It is not lawful for any woman who 
believes in Allah and the Last Day that she should 
undertake a journey of a day and a night without the 
company of a Jamiliar male.” (Bukhari, p. 148, Vol 1) 

Explanation: 

This Hadees contains a very important order for the Muslim 
woman i.e., that she should not undertake a journey of a day and a 
night without the company of a familiar male. Some traditions even 
prohibit undertaking journey of any kind without the company of a 
familiar male. In some other traditions it is stated that a woman is 
disallowed to go on a journey of three days and three nights without 
the company of a familiar male. As a precautionary measure the 
woman should not go on a short or long journey without the 
company of a familiar male, especially in these mischief-ridden 
times. However, according to other traditions a woman is permitted 
to undertake a journey of less than three days and nights without the 
company of familiar male. 

It must be bom in mind that a journey of a day and a night 
means a journey of sixteen miles and a journey of three days and 
three nights comes to a journey of forty eight miles. In the time of 
the Messenger of Allah# journeys were performed on camels’ back 
and each day a stage of sixteen miles was traversed. So in those days 
the journey was computed in terms of one day and one night or three 
days and three nights. In modern times it is unlawful for a woman to 
travel forty eight miles (or seventy seven kilometers) by a car, 
railway or airplane without the company of a familiar male. 
However if the journey is shorter than that she may be permitted to 
do so. In any case it is better to keep the company of a familiar male 
even on a shorter journey, because prohibition to travel alone at all 
or to travel alone for a day and a night has been stated in various 
traditions as referred to above. 

Quoting Al-Behr Al-Raiq in his ‘Kitab-ul-Hajj’, Allama Shami 
<4* j writes: It is lawful to undertake a journey of less than 
three days and three nights without the company of a familiar male. 
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provided that some pressing need arises. He adds that Imam Abu 
Hanifa and Imam Yusuf & i are reported to have declared it 
had for a woman even to travel over a distance of one day’s march 
without the company of a familiar male or her husband. Thereafter 
he writes: ‘The decree should be issued that a woman is prohibited to 
even to go on a single day’s journey without the company of a 
familiar male or her husband because the people in this age are prone 
to evil. The Hadees in Bukhari and Muslim supports this decree. The 
Hadccs runs that it is not lawful for a woman who believes in Allah 
and the Last Day to undertake a journey of one day and one night 
without the company of a familiar male. In one tradition 
incorporated by Muslim the word *L5 ‘Lailata’ has been used instead 
of ‘youm Lailata’. In another tradition the word ‘youm’ 

only has been used. 

Since care demands that the woman should not undertake even 
the shortest journey without the company of a familiar male or her 
husband, so whether the journey is for a worldly or a non-obligatory 
religious purpose the woman should be forbidden to go on a journey 
of less than three days and nights without the company of a familiar 
male. For obligatory Hajj (Pilgrimage), if the journey is shorter than 
three stages, the husband has no right to stop his wife from going 
without the company of a familiar male, as is written in the books of 
Fiqh. Familiar is he with whom marriage cannot take place under 
any condition or circumstance, whether he is related to the woman 
by blood, fosterage or consanguinity. It is also lawful to undertake 
the journey in the company of the husband. 

The book Al Targhib wal Tarhib has reproduced from Bukhari a 
precept of the Messenger of Allah which runs: “It is not lawful for 
a woman who believes in Allah and the Last Day to undertake a 
journey of three days or more, save in the company of her father, 
brother, husband, son or any other male who stands in a familiar 
degree to her.” (Page 71, volume 4) 

It must be clearly understood that the sons of maternal or 
paternal uncles and aunts are not in the familiar degree. It is not 
lawful to go on a journey in their company nor is it permitted to sec 
them without observing the veil. Similarly it is unlawful to come 
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without veil before a man whom a woman has brought up since his 
childhood as her own son, nor is it permitted to travel in his 
company. There are many people who believe that they stand in a 
familiar degree to the sister of their wife. They argue that as long as 
her sister is married to them they cannot marry her. So they stand in 
a familiar degree to her. Their argument in fallacious. In Shariat law 
familiar woman is only she with whom marriage cannot take place 
under any circumstance whether she be a virgin, a widow, divorced 
or married to someone else. If the definition of a familiar relation 
given by these ignorant people is followed, the wives of all men in 
the world will become familiar to every man. 

In short this definition of a familiar relation which makes wife’s' 
sister familiar is based on ignorance. Since many accidents may 
happen or incidence of disease may arise during the journey so the 
Shariat has prohibited women to travel without the company of a 
familiar male or husband. This order contains much wisdom and 
expediency. If the company of a male relation or husband is likely to 
endanger the life, property, honour and chastity of the woman, it is 
not lawful to travel even with these companions. These rules have 
already been discussed under the topic of Hajj. 

DO NOT WALK IN TIIE MIDDLE 
OF THE PATHWAY 
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Hazrat Abu Usaid Ansarireported: ‘Once the 
Messenger of AllahM was coming out of the mosque when 
a concourse of men and women was passing on the road. 
The men and women were so mixed up that they were 
'passing on the road together. The women, though under 
veil, were not walking on the side, but were going in the 
middle of the way among the men. 

On seeing this the Messenger of Allah said: ‘O women, 
get back. You are not permitted to walk in the middle of the 
way. You should pass on the sides of the road. After this 
order the women used to walk on the edges of the path in 
such a way that they almost clung to the walls on the right 
and left of the road so much so that their garments were 
entangled in the walls. ” 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 405. with reference to Abu Daud 

and Baihaqi) 


Explanation: 

This Hadees also exhorts women to keep themselves at a 
distance from men. When setting out from home to fulfil some 
urgent need, the woman should carefully veil herself. She should not 
wear any perfume. She should not walk in the middle of the way, but 
leave it for men. She should walk on the sides of the road. 


It is noteworthy that the Messenger of Allah$& ordered women 
to avoid the company of men and walk on the edges of the road. 
Hence the attitude of the women that “we shall walk where we 
please. It is the men who should keep away if they will” is wrong. 


MODESTY AND FAITH ARE INSEPARABLE 
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Hazrat Abdullah b. Omar^b reported: ‘Allah’s 
Messenger0 said: ‘Verily, modesty and faith are two 
companions. So when one of them is removed, the other is 
removed also. ’ 

(Mishkaat ul Masabih, p. 432, with reference to Baihaqi) ■ 

Explanation: 

Modesty is a distinguishing trait of the believers. Those nations 
which are far removed from the teaching of the Messenger of 
Allahi§£ have no regard for modesty or shame. Modesty and faith are 
inseparable. Both stand and fall together. Non-observance of the veil 
and its corollaries have come into vogue among the so-called 
Muslims in emulation of the ways of the pagans. It is they who are 
running the campaign of bringing out Muslim women from the veil 
and exhibit them on the platform of immodesty. These people, 
instead of following the precedent of the Messenger of Allahi^, 
have adopted the modes and habits of the Christians. These people 
are in a quandary. They are inclined to see Muslim women moving 
about freely and immodestly in semi-nakedness through the bazars 
and parks. At the same time they have not the heart to pronounce the 
precepts of the Qur’an and the Sunnah as wrong. They cannot muster 
up courage to say that they have renounced Islam, nor can they bear 
to see the women under the veil. Many of those who are trying to 
promote the custom of non-observance of the veil and have made 
their women immodest and shameless like the European ladies and 
have found a way of satisfying their carnal desires by looking at their 
semi-naked bodies are Muslims in name only. They have lost the 
treasure of faith alongwith their modesty and shame. 

There is a large section of people who cling to Islam to some 
degree, but their inclination to emulate European ways of life and 
their immodest and shameless nature are gradually drawing away 
from Islam. The Messenger’s of Allah#* observation that modesty 
and faith are two companions and that when one is removed, the 
other too is removed is quite true. Experience proves the truth of this 
saying. 
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Hazrat Abdullah b. Masud*^& rcnnrti'rl- *Th^ \a 
AllahS observed: ^ reported. The Messenger of 
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t ,CA W * ee " hooded down, one Is ,ha, 'ifyou have 
lost shame you may do as you please. ” 

, ™ s ‘ radl ! ro ? proves ,hat aM Messengers of Allah f v_J. u* have 
been gnang the lesson of cultivating , scnsc of shame and modesty 
I also shows tha, the claim of those nations which profess To be 
ollowers of some Messengers of Allah <jp and at the same 

ime have lost the sense of shame and modesty is false For their 
disbelief and polytheism and immodest way of life thev are i slur 
upon the fair name of those Messengers of Allah U* whom 
hey profess to follow. No shameless and immodest people can be 
he followers of any Messenger of Allah <Op. 

It is said in a Hadees: 
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F°w things are important in the way of life followed by 
the Messengers of Allah r %~J, to be modes,. to use 

scent to use the twig for cleaning the teeth, to contract 
marriage. 
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£-*• ThCy ad ° pted a w ay of life in which modesty and a sense of 
1 ^. me f W ® re P nnc 'P al qualities and they persuaded their followers to 
cultivate these virtues also. Those who have no sense of shame a e 
ar removed from Allah Almighty and Messenger of AIlahi& but 
they are near the Pagans and are friends of accursed Satan. 

This is a so-called age of progress. Chastity, purity sense of 
shame and modesty have become vices in this age. In of 

Europe the so-called Muslims arc also swimming with this tide of 
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‘progress’. A veiled woman is no longer considered honourable in 
society. If she becomes immodest, goes out unveiled, exhibits her 
body in scanty teddy dress in the bazars and shopping centers, 
amuses herself shamelessly before hundreds of men in the parks, she 
is regarded as honourable. 

May Allah forgive us! What a progress in reverse! What a dark 
light! What an age in which man has transgressed the bounds of 
humanity and the honour of man abhors the acts of man. 

Since the husbands too are enamoured of this so-called 
progress, they do not stop their wives from indulging in such acts, 
rather induce them to abandon the veil. They take them to the 
assembly of their friends and ask the wives to shake hands with 
them. They make them dance in clubs. That dance is more favourite 
delight of these shameless people in which they swap other’s wives 
as dance partners. A wife dancing with her husband is regarded as 
shameful. *il« Etf ‘From Allah we come, to Allah we 

return.’ Dance and a shameless dance with an unfamiliar man and 
before the husband. How immodesty is heaped upon immodesty! 
Are these people entitled to live? Do they deserve the bounties of 

Allah? 

May Allah the Mighty, the Glorious save and protect the 
Muslims from all kinds of error, irreligiousness, immodesty and 
shamelessness! Aameen! 



